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INSTRUCTIONS TO ASSESSORS 



The Office of Assessor 

The office of assessor is one of the most important and respon- 
sible offices connected with our system of state and local taxation. 
The wprk of the assessor forms the very foundation upon which 
our tax structure is reared, and unless the foundation -be laid with 
thoroughness and conscientious care the superstructure is sure to 
be faulty. 

It is an office requiring the exercise of good judgment and the 
strictest impartiality. More than thirty-five million dollars are 
now annually levied in taxes for the support of state and local 
governments on valuations fixed in the first instance by the asses- 
sors of the state. It will be readily admitted that unless all prop- 
erty subject to taxation be fully listed and equitably valued the 
burdens of government will not be fairly apportioned among those 
who should bear them. 

Essentials of An Assessment 

The fundamental requisites of a good assessment are, first, a 
complete listing of all taxable property, and, second, an equitable 
valuation of the same. The one is just as important as the other. 
Failure to observe either of these essential features of a good as- 
sessment results in injustice and inequality. If any considerable 
amount of property is omitted from the assessment rolls and there- 
by escapes taxation, or if the valuation of the same class of prop- 
erty lacks relative equality, the assessment will be neither com- 
plete nor equitable. 

Justice and Equality Depend on the Assessor 

The justice and equality of an assessment depend almost en- 
tirely on the work of the assessor. Unless his duties be discharged 
in a thorough and conscientious manner the assessment will be an 
imperfect one, for no subsequent step by boards of review or of 
equalization can overcome the defects of a careless or inequitable 
initial assessment. It is therefore important that neither friend- 
ship nor vindictiveness should influence an assessor in his work, 



nor should favoritism or prejudice be shown the rich or poor. If 
the property of every taxpayer is assessed exactly alike as to value, 
there can and will be no just cause of complaint so far as the work 
of the assessor is concerned. ^ 



Assessment Laws Should Be Studied 

Assessors should make a careful study of the provisions of law 
relating to the assessment of property. A knowledge of the re- 
quirements of law is absolutely essential to efficient work. Ex- 
perience has shown that the failure of many assessors to fully per- 
form their duties is often due to ignorance of the law rather than 
to intentional neglect of duty. The tax commission has prepared 
and published as part of this pamphlet a compilation of the statutes 
of Minnesota now in force relative to the listing and assessment 
of property for taxation. This compilation will be known as the 
Assessment Laws, and all references herein to sections of the stat- 
utes will refer to the sections as numbered in said compilation. 

To further assist assessors in the preparation for and perform- 
ance of their duties this pamphlet or manual of instructions is fur- 
nished them. It is not designed to take the place of the assessment 
laws, but to serve as a supplement thereto. The assessment laws 
and these instructions should both be carefully studied until thor- 
oughly understood. For convenience the Manual of Instructions 
and the Assessment Laws are combined in a single volume. The 
assessor should carry the pamphlet with him while engaged in his 
work. By consulting the index he can readily refer to the specific 
instruction or section of law bearing on the numerous questions 
that will arise from time to time. If studied and used as sug- 
gested, the pamphlet will be of substantial assistance to the as- 
sessor in the proper discharge of his duties. 

Property Subject to Taxation 

Under our laws all real and personal property in this state, 
and all personal property of persons residing therein, including 
corporations, is subject to taxation unless expressly exempted by 
the state constitution. 

The law is clear and definite as to real and personal property 
in this state," but is not so clear as to the personal property of 
persons residing therein." In a recent opinion of the attorney 
general's department, however, it is held that ''tangible personal 
property permanently located in other states, so that it has ac- 
quired an actual situs there, and having no connection with this 
state, save that its owner resides here, is not taxable at the domi- 
cile of the owner." Of course this does not apply to tangible per- 
sonal property temporarily in another state, nor to intangible per- 
sonal property, such as money and credits. With few exceptions, 
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the latter has its permanent situs where the owner resides and is 
taxable at the domicile of the owner regardless of the location of 
the property. 

Exempt Property 

It is a rule of law that T)nly such property as is specifically men- 
tioned in the state constitution is exempt from taxation. The courts 
have frequently held that the legislature has no authority to ex- 
empt persons or property from taxation either directly or indirectly, 
except as authorized by the constitution. It can neither enlarge 
nor restrict the constitutional provision relating to tax exemp- 
tion. 

Heretofore some confusion has existed in the minds of taxing 
officials as to what was exempt property because of several legis- 
lative enactments enlarging the exemption provision of the consti- 
tution. In order to remove the confusion and misunderstanding 
arising from these laws a new law was passed at the 1913 session 
of the legislature (chapter 259) defining exempt property. The 
law is a recital of the constitutional provision and repeals all 
former laws relating to exemptions. 

It should be borne in mind that every kind of property is sup- 
posed to bear its share of the expenses of government and that 
taxability is the rule and exemption is the exception. In cases of 
doubt as to exemptions the property should be listed and assessed, 
leaving the solution of the doubt to the courts or other authorities 
having jurisdiction in such matters. 

ft 

Exempt Real Property 

Public property used exclusively for public purposes is exempt 
from taxation. The exemption includes real estate owned by the 
federal and state governments, and by counties, municipalities 
and school districts if used for public purposes. 

The real estate of public hospitals, academies, colleges, univer- 
sities, and seminaries of learning, churches, and institutions of 
purely public charity is .also exempt from taxation. This does 
not necessarily mean all of the real estate owned by such insti- 
tutions, but only so much as may be necessary for their proper use 
and enjoyment. Mere ownership does not determine the exenip- 
tion. If such institutions own more real estate than is necessary 
for their primary purpose the surplus is subject to assessment and 
taxation. 

Exempt Personal Property 

Personal property owned by the federal and state governments 
and by municipalities of the state, as well as that owned by the 



institutions enumerated in the preceding paragraph, is also ex- 
empt from taxation. » As in the case of real estate, the exemption 
is limited to the personal property necessarily used by such insti- 
tutions in carrying on the work for which they were organized. 

Under chapter 242, Laws of 1911, bonds tind certificates of in- 
debtedness of the state, or of any municipality of the state, in- 
cluding school districts, or of any governmental board of the state, 
or of a municipality, are exempt from taxation if issued subsequent 
to April 18, 1911. 

In addition, the law provides that the personal property of each 
head of a family not exceeding $100 in value shall be exempt from 
taxation. This exemption, however, is not made by the assessor. 
It is his duty to list and assess the personal property of each in- 
dividual in accordance with the provisions of law. If the person 
assessed is entitled to the personal property exemption, the county 
auditor, and not the assessor makes the deduction. The assessor, 
however, should indicate on the personal property assessment rolls, 
by mark or otherwise, each head of a family for the information 
of the auditor. 

Head of a Family Defined 

The head of a family is the person who, living in the same 
house and in a domestic capacity with others not his servants or 
employes, who are dependent upon him for support, controls and 
manages the affairs of the household. 

The head of the family primarily is the husband or father. 
One may be such head, however, without being either. Thus the 
mother may become such upon the death or permanent disability 
of the husband. So a son having parents and brothers and sisters, 
or either or any of them depending upon him for support and living 
in a household which he controls, and being neither his servants nor 
his boarders, might be such head. There may be other cases that 
would entitle such persons to the exemption, but in each case 
the person claiming the exemption must be the master of the family 
and must stand in the place of the father. No family can have 
more than one head, Tegardless of the fact that different members 
of the family are the individual owners, of assessed personal prop- 
erty and may contribute in some manner to the support of such 
family. 

Real Property Defined 

For purposes of taxation real property is construed to include 
all land, and all buildings, structures and improvements on land, 
and all rights and privileges belonging to or appertaining to the 
land. Mines, and minerals in the ground, quarries, and trees are 
also construed as real property and must be included in the real 
estate assessment. 
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While trees are construed as a part of the real estate, the law 
provides that the stock of nurserymen, whether growing or other- 
wise, shall be assessed as personal property. 

Personal Property Defined 

Briefly stated, personal property may be defined as including 
all property of a movable 'nature. Section 5 of the Assessment 
Laws enumerates the different kinds of personal property. This 
section should be carefully studied by assessors. 

In addition to movable property, the law makes certain prop- 
erty of a stationary nature personal property, such as the property 
of gas and water companies, and street railway companies. 

Structures and improvements on land the fee of which is still 
vested in the United States, or in the state, are also construed 
as personal property. 

Another statutory addition to the list of personal property 
is elevators and warehouses and other structures on the right-of- 
way of railroad corporations when not owned, operated, and used 
exclusively by such corporations. 

The Basis of Valuation 

Prior to 1914 the law required all property to be assessed at 
its true and full value in money. The full value provision of the 
law, however, was never observed or enforced, the assessment be- 
ing made at varying percentages of true and full value. The fail- 
ure to observe the law resulted in great inequalities in the assess- 
ment of property in different parts of the state. 

In 1913 the legislature enacted a new valuation law, classifying 
property for purposes of taxation and providing for its assessment 
at varying percentages of true and full value. The different classes 
and the percentages at which they are to be assessed are enumer- 
ated in detail in section 29 of the Assessment Laws and should 
be carefully studied by assessors. All taxable property is divided 
into four classes, class one being assessed at 50 per cent, class two 
at 25 per cent, class three at 33 1/3 per cent, and class four at 40 
per cent of true and full value. 

Classification of Real Property 

Real property falls in classes one, three and four, while personal 
property falls in all four classes. 

Class one of real property embraces all unmined iron ore and 
is to be assessed at 50 per cent of true and full value. Unplatted 
real estate is included in class three and is to be assessed at 33 1/3 
per cent of true and full value, while platted real estate is to be 
assessed at 40 per cent of true and full value. : : , 



If the surface of the land containing iron ore has a separate 
value from the ore itself, the surface is to be classified and assessed 
in accordance with the provisions of classes three and four, while 
the value of the ore is* to be assessed as provided for in class 
one. 

Classification of Personal Property 

As explained in the preceding paragraph, personal property is 
divided into four classes for purposes of taxation. 

Mined iron ore, generally known as stock piles, constitutes 
class one and is assessable at 50 per cent of true and full value. 

Class two covers household goods, the furnishings and adorn- 
ments of the home, and the wearing apparel of members of the 
family, and is assessable at 25 per cent of true and full value. 

Class three covers all live stock and agricultural products, all 
tools, implements and machinery, and the goods and wares of 
merchants and manufacturers, and is assessable at 33 1/3 per cent 
of true and full value. 

Class four covers all personal property not enumerated in the 
three preceding classes. It includes elevators and other structures 
on railway lands, structures and improvements on federal and 
state lands if owned by individuals or corporations, bank stocks, 
and stocks of foreign corporations, and property to be listed and 
assessed as *' stocks and bonds, *' and is assessable at 40 per cent 
of true and full value. 

Time of Assessment 

Real estate is assessed every even numbered year, and personal 
property every year, both with reference to value on May 1. The 
assessor is supposed to perform his duties during the months of 
May and June of each year. This does not necessarily mean that 
he cannot begin his work before May 1. In some districts it is 
necessary that much preliminary work be done in advance of the 
assessment date in order to complete the work within the required 
time. All that the law requires is that the values be taken as of 
May 1, and, in the case of personal property, that it be assessed 
against the owner of the property on that date. 

Assessment of Real Property 

The assessment of any parcel or tract of land to be legal, must 
be correctly described, that is, it must be described with legal 
certainty. It is essential to the validity of an assessment that the 
land be described with such reasonable certainty as to plainly in- 
,(i|icate the particular tract of land intended to be assessed. 
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It is not difficult to enter a correct description of the ordinary- 
subdivisions of land by government survey, or of lands subdivided 
into lots and blocks. Errors in description occur most frequently 
where a government lot or a recorded plat has been further divid- 
ed into smaller or irregular tracts. It is important in such cases 
that the description clearly indicate what part of the original 
survey is included in the assessment. 

While it is the duty of the county auditor to furnish a descrip- 
tion of each tract of land subject to taxation, the assessor should 
carefully verify the descriptions when making the assessment, cor- 
rect any errors he may discover, and call the auditor's attention 
to such errors when he returns his books. 

Many assessors use an ordinary blank book, such as a *' blotter'' 
for a field book. Every other page of the book is ruled to corres- 
pond with the assessment book, and on each opposite page the as- 
sessor makes a plat of a small portion of the assessment district, as a 
section or a city or village block, or a part of a section or block 
if it is divided into small or irregular tracts. Not only does the 
use of such a plat enable the assessor to trace out and check up 
every tract of real estate within any general subdivision of his 
territory, thus making sure that no property is omitted, but in 
rural districts it enables him to subdivide a^ farm in accordance 
with the quality of the soil, and to show the location of buildings, 
highways, and other data having a bearing on the value of the 
property. 

On the opposite page of the blotter, the assessor can work out 
descriptions, enter values, make notes of any important facts, and 
from such information the regular assessment roll can be made 
up. The method outlined above is especially recommended in 
districts not provided with plats or maps. 



Valuation of Real Property 

It is the duty of the assessor to actually view each tract or lot 
of real property listed for taxation when making the assessment. 
He is not authorized to copy the preceding assessment, but should 
actually inspect the property and carefully appraise its value. 
Only in exceptional cases is he permitted to assess the property 
without a personal inspection, and in such cases, that is, when it is 
physically impracticable to view the property, he should avail 
himself of every possible source of information as to its character 
and value before making an assessment. 

The law requires the value of the land and the value of the 
structures and improvements thereon to be shown separately op- 
posite each description. Structures and improvements are gener- 
ally construed to include all buildings, windmills, wells, drains, 
and other improvements that add value t'^ +>ie T>roperty. 
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In some districts of the state timber is assessed as '* structures 
and improvements/' This practice is not in accordance with law 
and should be discontinued. While the value of standing timber 
on land should be separately estimated, when the entry is made 
in the assessment book such value should be added to and assessed 
with the land. 



Platted Real Property Defined 

/ 

As platted real estate under the new law is assessed at a dif- 
ferent percentage of true and full value .from that of unplatted 
property, the former at 40 and the latter at 33 1/3 per cent, it 
is important that the proper percentages be applied to each class' 
in extending assessed values. 

Briefly definfed, it may be said that platted property includes 
all land which is subdivided into tracts different from the sub- 
divisions of a section, whether such tracts are within or without 
the corporate limits of a city or village. "Where the owner of a 
tract of land or the county auditor or other person duly authorized 
by law has caused the same to be subdivided into smaller tracts 
and has platted the same and recorded such plat in the office of the 
register of deeds as provided by law, such subdivisions constitute 
platted land within the meaning of the classification act. In cases 
of doubt assessors should refer the matter to the county auditor 
or the county attorney or tax commission, stating in detail all the 
known facts, for an opinion before extending the assessment. 



Listing and Assessing Real Property 

The real estate assessment book should show the name of the 
owner; a description of the property with the number of acres if 
unplatted; the true and full value of the land exclusive of struc- 
tures and improvements; the true and full value of all structures 
and improvements; the total true and full value of land, struc- 
tures and improvements; and the assessed value of land, struc- 
tures and improvements; the assessed value to be extended in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of section 29 of the Assessment Laws. 

The following will illustrate the information shown on the as- 
sessment book when an assessment is entered against a* quarter 
section of improved land, the assessment being made on a basis 
of 33 1/3 per cent of true and full value. 

Name of owner John Smith 

Description N W ^ 

•Section 24 

Town 36 

Range -22 

No. of acres 160 

12 



True and full value of land exclusive of structures and improve- 
ments $8,000 

True and full value of structures and improvements. $1,600 

Total true and full value of land, including structures and im- ' 

provements $9,600 

Assessed value of land, including all structures and improvements $3,200 

The same information is given in assessing platted property, 
except that lots and blocks are substituted for section and town, 
and the assessment extended on a basis of 40 per cent of true and 
full value. 

In determining the taxable value of land containing iron ore, 
the true- and full value of the ore in the ground must be first 
ascertained, then the value of the surface if it has a separate value, 
including structures and improvements. The taxable value of the 
former is computed at 50 per cent, and the latter at 33 1/3 per 
cent if unplatted, or 40 per cent if platted, the total of the items 
being the taxable value of the entire property. 

Listing and Assessing Exempt Real Property 

The law provides that at the time of taking the assessment of 
real property in every even numbered year, the assessor shall en- 
ter in a separate list each description of real property exempt by 
law, and shall value and assess it in the same manner as other real 
property, designating in each case to whom such property belongs, 
and for what purpose used. The law does not apply to unpat- 
ented lands owned by the federal or state govej^nments. 

The listing and assessment of exempt property is just as much 
a duty of the assessor as is the listing and assessment of taxable 
property, and yet many assessors entirely ignore this requirement, 
thus failing to discharge their full duty. It is hoped that in the 
future each assessor will make a careful return of exempt prop- 
erty, as only in this way can the extent, character, and value of 
this class of property be ascertained. 

Listing and Assessing Personal Property 

Section 35 of the Assessment Laws designates the different 
persons required to list personal property for purposes of taxa- 
tion. Such lists should be verified by the person making the re- 
turn. Assessors should familiarize themselves with this section in 
order to know whom to call upon for the required list. 

If any person having personal property subject to taxation 
neglects or refuses to list it, the law requires the assessor to list 
and assess the property from the best information he can obtain. 
In such cases, when requested, the assessor is required to sign and 
deliver to the person assessed a copy of the statement showing 
the valuation of the property so listed. 

While it is perfectly proper, and the law contemplates that the 
assessor should obtain from the owner his estimate of the value 
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of the different items of property listed by him, he is not required 
to accept such valuation. If in the judgment of the assessor the 
property is worth more, or less, than the amount stated by the 
owner it is his duty to assess it accordingly. Under the law the 
owner furnisTies a list or inventory of his personal property, and 
the assessor, not the owner, values it for purposes of taxation. 
The true and full value of each item of personal property, as well 
/is the assessed value must be entered on the listing blank. 

Class 1 of Personal Property 

Mined iron ore is the only item in class one of personal prop- 
erty. It is assessable at 50 per cent of true and full value. In list- 
ing this item the approximate number of tons should be given. 

Class 2 of Personal Property 

Class two of personal property covers household goods and the 
furnishings and adornments of the home, the wearing apparel of 
members of the family, and all other personal property actually 
used in the home. Property in this class is divided into 9 items 
on the listing blank, numbered 2 to 10 inclusive, and is assessable 
at 25 per cent of true and full value. 

Property in this class must be entered under its proper sub- 
division. If it does not fall withiu any of the first 8 subdivisions 
of the class it should be listed under item 10. 

Class 3 of Personal Property 

Class three of personal property includes live stock and poul- 
try, agricultural products, merchandise, manufacturers' materials 
and manufactured articles, and all movable tools, implements and 
machinery. Property in this class is assessable at 33 1/3 per cent 
of true and full value. 

For convenience of listing, personal property in class three has 
been divided into 41 items, numbered 11 to 51 inclusive on the list- 
ing blank, items 11 and 12 being further subdivided by letters A 
to E, and A to P respectively. 

Class 4 of Personal Property 

Class four of personal property covers all personal property 
not included in the other three classes. 

Property in this class is divided into 6 items or subdivisions 
numbered 52 to 57 inclusive on the listing blank and is assessable 
at 40 per cent of true and full value. 

14 



The Listing Blank for Personal Property 

A SCHEDULE OP THE NUMBER AND VAL.UE OP ALL. ITEMS OF PERSON- 
AL PROPERTY, EXCEPT MONEY AND CREDITS, BELONGING TO 
ON THE FIRST DAY OF MAY, 1914, AND RE- 
QUIRED BY LAW TO BE LISTED FOR TAXATION IN THE 

OF IN THE COUNTY OF AND SAID STATE 

OF MINNESOTA. 

School District No 



Class 1. Assessed at 50 per cent of true and full value 
Note: Class 1 covers all mined iron ore. 

ITEMS IN CLASS 1 

,- 

1. Mined iron ore 

Total value in Class 1 



Class 2. Assessed at 25 per cent of true and full value 

« 
Note: Class 2 covers household goods and furniture, including musical 
instruments, sewing machines, wearing apparel oZ members of the family, 
and all personal property actually used by the owner for personal and 
domestic purposes, or for the furnishing or equipment of the family resi- 
dence. 

• 

ITEMS IN CLASS 2 



2. Household furniture and utensils, and wearing apparel of members of 

the family 

3. Rugs and carpets 

4. Books, pictures, bric-a-brac and works of art 

5. ISewing machines 

6. Watches and clocks 

7. Jewelry, diamonds, gold and silver plate and plated ware 

8. Pianos 

9. All other musical instruments 

10. All other personal property actually used by the owner for personal 
and domestic purposes or for the furnishing or equipment of the 
family residence. 

Total value Class 2 



Class 3. Assessed at 33'/^ per cent of true and full value 

Note: Class 3 covers live stock, poultry, all agricultural products, 
stocks of merchandise together with the furniture and fixtures used there- 
with, manufacturers' materials and manufactured articles, and all tools, 
implements and machinery which are not permanently attached to and a 
part of the real estate where located. 



ITEM'S IN CLASS 3 



r 



Horses 
11. Mules and ^ 
Asses 



A. Under one year old 

B. One year old and under two years 

C. Two years old and under three years 

D. Three years old and over 

E. Stallions, fine bred mares and race horses 
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ITEMS IN CLASS 3— (Continued) 



12. Cattle 



f A. Under one year old ^ 

B. One year old and under two years 

C. Two years old and under three years 

D. Cows 

E. Bulls 
P. All other cattle three years old and over 



13.^ Sheep of all ages 

14. Hogs of all ages 

15. Poultry 

16. Dogs of all ages 

17. Farm tools, implements and machinery 

18. Wagons, carriages, and sleighs 

19. Harness and saddles 



/■ 



Automobiles 



State — 
(a) Make 



20. and J (b) No. passengers 



Auto Trucks 



v. 



(c) Horse power 

(d) Age 



21. Motorcycles and bicycles 

22. Street railway cars 

23. All other vehicles 

24. Steam and motor boats, sailing vessels, barges, and all other water 

craft 

25. Grain, grass seed and flaxseed in the hands of producers 

26. All other agricultural products in the hands of producers 

27. Threshing machines, and outfits used therewith exclusive of engines 
2i8. Steam engines, boilers, gasoline engines, dynamos and electric motors 
29. Locomotives, steam shovels and other machinery used in mining 

,30. Manufacturers' tools, implements, and machinery which are not as- 
sessed as real estate v 

31. Wheat, flour, barley, malt, flaxseed, linseed oil, and all other grain and 

grain products in the hands of manufacturers 

32. Pulp wood, pulp and paper 

33. Lumber, lath and shingles 

34. Logs, poles, posts and railroad ties 

35. Brick, cement, lime, cement blocks, and quarried stone in the hands of 

dealers or manufacturers 

36. All manufacturers' materials and manufactured articles not above 

listed, in the hands of manufacturers 

37. Goods and merchandise of wholesale merchants and jobbers 

38. Goods and merchandise of retail merchants 

39. Typewriters, adding machines, cash registers and computing scales 

40. Safes 

41. Store furniture and fixtures not above listed 

42. Office furniture, including instruments, equipment and libraries of 

professional men 

43. Firearms of all kinds 

44. Presses, typesetting machines, type cases, and furniture, equipment, 

fixtures and stock on hand of newspaper and printing offices 

45. Machinery, furniture, equipment and stock of creameries and cheese 

factories 

46. Machinery, furniture, and equipment of laundries 

47. Stock, furniture, fixtures and equipment of saloons, sample rooms and 

bar rooms 

48. Stock, furniture, fixtures and equipment of restaurants, eating houses, 

cafes, hotels and rooming houses 

49. Stock, furniture, fixtures, equipment, tables and alleys of billiard and 

pool rooms and bowling alleys 
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60. Furniture, tools and equipment of barber shops 

51. All tools, implements and machinery not listed in the foregoing items 

Total value Class 3 



Class 4. Assessed at 40 percent of true and full value 

Note: Class 4 covers all personal property not included in the three 
preceding classes. 



ITEMS IN CLASS 4 



52. Elevators, warehouses and other improvements on railway lands 

53. Structures on lands entered under the United States la^d laws and on 

lands leased from the state 

54. Shares of bank stock 

55. Shares of stock in all corporations whose property is not assessed or 

taxed in this state 

56. Property to be listed and assessed as "Bonds and Stocks" in accordance 

with the provisions of section 2015, General Statutes 1913 (Note: 
Property in this item was formerly listed under subd. 23, section 
835, Revised Laws 1905) ; and franchises 

57. All other personal property not included in the foregoing items re- 

quired by law to be listed 

Total value Class 4 



GRAND TOTAL VALUE OF FOREGOING ITEMS PERSONAL PROP- 
ERTY 

STATE OF MINNEISOTA, 

' /^ss. 
County of 

I, the undersigned, do solemnly swear that I have, according to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, listed in the above schedule all the rer- 

sonal .property, except money and credits, owned by me 

on the first day of May, 1914, and required to be listed in said assessment 
district for taxation under the laws of this state. 



Subscribed and sworn to before 

me this day of 

, 1914. 

Assessor.^ 



Signed 



Section 8818, General Statutes, 1913. FALSE STATEMENT REGARD- 
ING TAXES — Every person who, in making any statement, oral or written, 
which is required or authorized by law to be made as a basis of imposing 
or reducing any tax or assessment, who shall wilfully make any statement 
as to any material matter which he knows to be false, shall be guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor. 



Under What Item Listed in Case of Doubt 

All personal property not expressly exempt from taxation 
should be listed and assessed. If the assessor is in doubt as to the 
class under which any particular kind of property should be en- 
tered, he should refer the question to the county auditor, the coun- 
ty attorney, or the tax commission. 

It will sometimes happen that taxable property does not clearly 
fall within any of the items of the listing blank. In such case, 
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if the property is in class two, it should be listed under item 10; 
if in class three, it can probably be listed under either items 23, 
26, 36 or 51, according to the character of the property ; if in class 
four, it should be listed under item 57. 

Particular attention is called to items 17 to 21 inclusive, and 
items 28, 30, 39, 40 and 43. These items are intended to cover 
property, of the character named that is in general use and not 
held as merchandise. When such property is in th^ hands of 
dealers for the purpose of being sold, it is merchandise and should 
be so listed and assessed. 

Notes on Items of the Listing Blank 

Items 11 and 12 — Horses and Cattle 

Horses and cattle are to be listed and assessed under the proper 
subdivisions of items 11 and 12 respectively. Each item must show 
true and full value and assessed value. The number of animals as 
well as value must be given in each case. 

Frequent complaint is made to the tax commission that in 
* some districts of the state assessors intentionally neglect to list 
the full number of animals, sometimes listing three horses as two, 
or six cows as four, thus maintaining a reasonably high average 
but at the expense of a correct enumeration. This practice must 
be discontinued. It is in direct violation of- law and subjects the 
offending assessor to severe penalties. 

Item 20 — Automobiles 

• Item 20 covers automobiles and auto trucks only, motorcycles 
and bicycles being listed under item 21. The information required 
under letters (a), (b), (c), and (d) should be obtained in each 
case when possible, as it will be of material assistance in determin- 
ing the taxable value of" property of this character. 

Items 28 and. 30 — Engines, Boilers and Machinery 

There is a considerable lack of uniformity in listing steam en- 
gines and boilers, and the machinery of manufacturers. In some 
districts such property is included in the assessed value of the real 
estate, while in others it is assessed as personal property. 

"While it is difficult to give a rule that would be applicable to 
all of this class of property, in a general way it may be stated 
that all movable tools, implements, and machinery, including en- 
gines and boilers, should be assessed as personal property. "Where 
such machinery, however, is so constructed. into and made a part 
of the building as to make its removal impossible without serious 
damage to the building it should be included in the real estate 
assessment. 
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Itemd 33 and 34 — Lumber and Logs 

Items 33 and 34 cover lumber, lath and shingles, ^nd logs, poles, 
posts arid railroad ties respectively. This class of property was 
formerly subdivided into A — In hands of manufacturers, B — In 
hands of retailers. In the new list it is divided into separate items 
and should be listed accordingly, regardless of whether it is owned 
by manufacturers or retailers. 

Heretofore in some districts, lumber, lath and shingles have been 
listed and assessed as merchandise. Care should be taken to avoid' 
this error in the future, as it is liable to affect equalization in such 
a way as to result in injustice to one or both of these classes of 
property. 

Items 37 and 38 — Merchandise 

The usual rule for arriving at the value of merchandise is to 
take the amount of the last inventory, add to this the cost of 
goods purchased since the inventory was taken, and a reasonable 
profit on the sales; from the aggregate of these amounts deduct 
the sales, and perhaps a reasonable amount for shopworn and 
damaged goods, and remnants, and the remainder should be the 
value of the stock. This is not an exclusive rule, however, and 
assessors should adopt any method that will enable them to arrive 
at the fair value of such stocks. 

Item 48 — Furniture of Hotels and Rooming Houses 

This item covers the stock, furniture, fixtures and equipment 
of restaurants, eating houses and cafes. The item of ** furniture 
and equipment of hotels and rooming houses'' was inadvertently 
omitted from the printed schedule. Such property should be listed 
and assessed this year under item 48. 

Item 54 — Bank Stocks 

Item 54 covers the value of shares of stock of national and 
state banks. Special blanks are furnished upon which banks are 
required to report their capital, surplus, and undivided profits, 
and the amount of their legally authorized investments in real 
estate. The amount invested in real estate, being otherwise taxed, 
is deducted from the total of the capital, surplus and undivided 
profits, and the assessment extended on a basis of 40 per cent of 
the remainder. 

Item 56 — Public Service Corporations 

This item covers franchises, and property formerly listed as 
*' bonds and stocks'' under subdivision 23 of the old listing blank. 
The so-called ''corporate excess" of public service and other cor- 
porations should be listed and assessed under this item. 
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Assessment of Money and Credits 

Under chapter 285, Laws of 1911, money and credits are now 
taxed at a flat rate of three mills on the dollar, or 30 cents on each 
hundred dollars, and are listed separately from other forms of 
personal property. This is a very low rate of taxatipn and it is 
expected and required that every owner of such property will 
make a full return of it to the assessor. If he neglects or refuses 
to do so the assessor must make an arbitrary assessment against 
him, and then add 50 per cent to the assessment as a penalty for 
such neglect or failure. This is not optional with the assessor; 
the penalty provision of the law is mandatory and the assessor 
who knowingly refuses to enforce it is himself subject to a severe 
penalty. 



Money and Credits Defined 

** Money'' as defined in law means money ow^ned by the per- 
son, firm or corporation making the return, whether the same 
be in hand or on deposit in a bank or trust company in this or 
some other state. 

** Credits'' cover all book accounts, bills receivable, promissory 
notes, bonds, rents, annuities, land contracts and mortgages not 
recorded in this state, and all other claims and demands for money 
or other valuable thing. 

The law does not include the money and credits of incorpor- 
ated banks in this state, or notes and bonds secured by real estate 
mortgages recorded in this state upon which the mortgage regis-, 
try tax has been paid; nor does it cover state or municipal bonds 
issued after April 18, 1911. 

The assessment is to be made at the fair cash value of the 
property, and not .at a percentage of such value as in the case of 
other personal property. No deduction is allowed for debts. 



The Listing Blank for Money and Credits 

There are 14 items or subdivisions of the listing blank covering 
diflferent kinds of money and credits, as follows: 

LIST OF MONEY AND CREDITS 

Owned by of the 

of County of 

State of Minnesota on May 1, 1914, as required by chapter 285, Laws of 1911. 



School District No 



ITEMS 



1. Money subject to check and on deposit in banks, trust companies or 
similar financial institutions wherever situate 

20 



2. Money on deposit in banks, trust companies, postal ^nd other savings 

banks or similar financial institutions, wherever the same are situ- 
ate, and which is represented by certificates of deposit, cashier's 
checks or similar instruments 

3. Money, other than above specified, on hand or under control of the 

owner or his agent, whether the same is held in this state or else- 
where 

4. Promissory notes, bills of exchange, due bills, cream checks and sim- 

ilar evidences o€ indebtedness 
6. Bonds, except municipal and United States bonds and such as are 
secured by real estate mortgaged recorded in this state 

6. Real estate mortgages upon lands situate outside of this state and 

amount secured thereby 

7. Real estate mortgages on lands in this state which have not been re- 

corded and the amount secured thereby 

8. Chattel mortgages upon personal prcip«rty in this state or elsewhere 

and the amount secured thereby 

9. Judgments in this state or elsewhere 

10. Book accounts ^ 

11. Contracts for sale of real estate outside of this state 

12. Contracts for sale of real estate in this state which have not been re- 

corded 

13. Annuities, royalties and all sums of money receivable at stated periods 

14. All claims and demands for money or other valuable thing not above 

enumerated 



TOTAL VALUATION OF MONEY AND CREDITS 
OATH TO BE SUBSCRIBED TO WHEN PROPERTY IS LISTED • 

I do solemnly swear that the foregoing list of money and credits owned 
by me or under my control subject to taxation for the year 1914, and the 
true and full value thereof as specified in the column headed "owner's val- 
uation," is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 



iSubscribed and sworn to before me this day of 

1914. 



OATH TO BE SUBSCRIBED TO WHEN NO PROPERTY IS LISTED 

I do solemnly swear that I did not own or have under my control cu 
the 1st day of May, A. D. 1914, any property of the kind described in this 
blank. 



iSubscribed and sworn to before me this day of 

1914. 



Lists Must be Verified 

There are two forms of oaths attached to the listing blank, 
one to be filled out and sworn to when a return of such prop- 
erty is made, and the other when a person makes the statement 
that he does not own any property of this character. 
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The assessor should insist upon a strict compliance with this 
provision of the law by requiring each person making a return 
to swear to it. If a person refuses to take the required oath it is 
pretty conclusive evidence that the statement is not a truthful 
one. In such case it is the duty of the assessor to make an arbi- 
trary assessment against the person refusing to verify his return. 

"When a return is verified the assessor is required, to accept 
as true the items of the list so returned, unless the person making 
such return refuses to answer on oath all reasonable and necessary 
inquiries as to the nature and amount of his property taxable 
under the law. The assessor may, however, place his own valua- 
tion on the property so listed when in. his judgment the valuation 
returned by the owner is not the true and full value of such 
property. 

Arbitrary Assessments 

K any person, firm, or corporation subject to taxation under 
the law neglects or refuses to make return as provided for in sec- 
lion 2 of chapter 285, Laws of 1911, it is the duty of the assessor 
to ascertain as nearly as possible the particulars of this class 
of property owned by such person, and to estimate its just value 
** according to his best information and belief, *' and to list and 
assess it accordingly, and then add 50 per cent to the valuation 
as a penalty for failure or refusal to list. 

In making an arbitrary assessment as. provided for in sections 
7 and 8 of the act, if the person against whom the arbitary as- 
sessment is made was assessed for this class of property the previ- 
ous year the assessor cannot fix the amount for the current year 
at less, but may make it more, than the amount legally assessed 
against such person for the previous year. 

The law does not require the assessor to have exact know- 
ledge of the nature or value of the property arbitrarily assessed; 
he is authorized to assess it upon ** information and belief." If 
he should overvalue the property, the fault is not in the assessor, 
but in the person who failed or refused to list. 

Taxation of Grain in Elevators and Warehouses 

Under chapter 466, Laws of 1909, every person, firm or cor- 
poration operating a grain elevator or warehouse in this state is 
required to furnish to the assessor at the time of the making of 
the personal property assessment a full and true list or statement, 
showing the amounts and different kinds of grain received in or 
handled by such elevator or warehouse during the year ending 
March 1, preceding. Special blanks are furnished for such reports. 

A tax of one-fourth of one mill on wheat and flax, and one- 
eighth of one mill on all other grain received in or handled by such 
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elevator or warehouse during the year is thereupon imposed in 
lieu of all other taxes on such grain. The real and personal prop- 
erty connected with such elevator or warehouse, except grain, how- 
ever, is to be listed and assessed the same as other real and per- 
sonal property. 

If the statement provided for by law is not furnished to the 
assessor, he is required to report such . failure in writing to the 
county board of equalization; thereupon it becomes the duty of 
the board, to fix the assessment at such amount as seems just and 
proper. 



BOARDS OF REVIEW 



Composition 



Under the laws of this state the town board of each town, the 
assessor, clerk, and president of each village, and the assessor, clerk, 
and mayor of each city, except in cities whose charters provide for 
a board of equalization, constitute a board to review the work 
of assessors in the different taxing districts .of the state. Such 
board meets at the ofiice of the clerk on the fourth Monday in 
June of each year, and may continue in session from day to day 
until its work is completed. 

An Important Board 

In many respects the board of review is the most important 
board having jurisdiction over the assessment of property, be- 
cause it deals with the assessment in its first or initial stage — the 
most important period from the time the assessor returns his 
books to the board until it becomes a completed assessment at 
the hands of the tax commission. If the assessment be incomplete 
or inequitable when it leaves the board of review no subsequent 
action by the county board of equalization, or by the tax com- 
mission short of a re-assessment, can remedy all of its defects. A 
poor assessment made by an incompetent or careless assessor can 
be transformed into a fairly good one if the board of review will 
take the time and have the courage to go through it thoroughly 
and correct the errors and omissions of the assessor. If they fail 
to do this they are equally responsible with the assessor for an 
unfair or an incomplete assessment. 

Duties and Powers 

It is the duty of the board of review to carefully examine 
the assessment roll, and see that all taxable property in the dis- 
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trict has been listed and assessed in accordance with law. If it 
be found that any property has been omitted it is the duty of the 
board to add it to the assessment rolls. In such case it is not neces- 
sary to give prior notice to the owner. The fact that lie failed 
to list it — a duty imposed upon him by law — is a sufficient justifi- 
cation for adding it without notice. 

The board is also authorized to raise or lower the assessed 
value of any tract or lot of real estate, or any article or class of 
personal property, if such action be necessary in order to make 
the assessment comply with the percentages of assessed to true 
and full value fixed by chapter 483, Laws of 1913. It is necessary, 
however, to give prior notice to the owner before any assessment 
can be raised, naming a time and place for hearing. Service of 
notice can be made by any person, but preferably by the clerk if 
convenient, otherwise bv the assessor. Printed blanks are fur- 
nished, and, when filled out, should be mailed or delivered to the 
person whose assessment is to be raised. 

It is suggested that at the first meeting of the board on the 
fourth Monday in June, it go through the assessor's returns care- 
fully, tract by tract for real, and name by name for personal prop- 
erty, and select therefrom the names of owners whose property is 
underassessed and adjourn for one week, in the meantime giving 
the required notice to them. On the adjourned day the board can 
hear objections and then adjust the assessment in accordance with 
law. Notice is not necessary when an assessment is to be reduced. 

It is the intent of the law that all complaints of residents of 
the town or taxing district in reference to the assessment of per- 
sonal property shall be heard and determined by the local board 
of review, and not by the county board of equalization. Nonresi- 
dents, however, may make such complaints to and be heard by the 
county board. 

Quorum 

Two members Of the board of review constitute a quorum, 
except in cases where a charter provision specifies a different num- 
ber. The assessor is required to attend all meetings of the board 
of review with his assessment books and papers, and to note all 
changes and additions made by the board, and correct his work 
accordingly. 



Valuation Law Must be Enforced 

Boards of review are urged to see that all property is listed 
under its proper class, and that the assessment is extended at the 
percentages fixed by law. It is the intention to require a strict 
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compliance with the provisions of the new classification law. Av- 
erages ' ' and guess work must give place to careful and honest 
valuations. Only in this way can the purposes of the new law 
be carried out. The words *^true and full value'' in the law mean 
true and full value — not a percentage of such value — and must 
be so construed by all assessing officials, and the .assessment ex- 
tended on the basis of the percentages given in the law for the 
different classes of property. The new classification law was 
passed by the legislature in good faith to relieve an intolerable 
condition, and, until it is repealed or amended, it will be the sole 
and only rule recognized or permitted in assessing property for 
purposes of taxation. 
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ASSESSMENT LAWS 






PREFACE 



The purpose of this compilation is to provide in compact form 
the laws of the state relating to the assessment and collection 
of taxes. 

Notes of decisions of the supreme court and of opinions of the 
attorney general which it is thought will be helpful in the ioter- 
pretation of the statutes are presented with the sections to which 
they relate. 
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EXPLANATOBY 
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1. The numbers in parentheses at the end of sections of the 
text refer to the sections of General Statutes, 1913, and session 
laws subsequent to Revised Laws, 1905. These references merely 
indicate the sources of the' sections to which they are appended. 

2. In the references to the cases in the notes the minus ( — ) 
sign stands for the Jlinnesota Reports and the plus (-f-) sign for 
the Northwestern Reporter. In references to the first twenty vol- 
umes of the ]\Iinnesota Reports the first page number refers to the 
official edition and the second to the Gilfillan edition. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO TAXATION 

u. Power of taxation — The power of taxation shall never 'be 
surrendered, suspended or contracted away. Taxes shall be uni- 
form upon the same class of subjects, and shall be levied and col- 
lected for public purposes, but public burying grounds, public 
school houses, public hospitals, academies, colleges, universities, 
and all seminaries of learning, all churches, church property, and 
houses of worship, institutions of purely public charity, and public 
property used exclusively for any public purpose, S^hall be exempt 
from taxation, and there may be exempted from taxation personal 
property not exceeding in value $200, for each household, individual 
or head of a family, as the legislature may determine: Provided, 
that the legislature may authorize municipal corporations to levy 
and collect assessments for local improvements upon property bene- 
fited thereby without regard to a cash valuation, and provided 
further, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to affect, 
modify or repeal any existing law providing for the taxation of the 
gross earnings of railroads. (Art. 9 § 1) 

Historical — This amendment to article 9, to take the place of sections 
1, 2> 3, and 4, and the amendment added to the end of said article adopted 
in 1896 (section 17), and to be known as section 1 of said article 9, was 
adopted November 6, 1906. See Laws 1907, p. ix; 106-392, 119+408. 

1. Classification — Uniformity — Mortage registry law constitutional 
(104-179, 116+572; 114-96, 130+445, 851; 117-192, 134+728). Law providing 
for three-mill tax on money and credits constitutional (117-159, 134+643). 

2. Exemptions— 12-395, 280; 27-460, 8+595, 38 Am. Rep. 298; 27-503, 
8+761; 45-229. 47+783, 11 L. R. A. 175; 51-437, 53+704, 18 L. R. A. 278; 
621-144, 53+1133; 62-183, 64+379, 29 L. R. A. 777; 63-80, 65+138; 73-343, 
76+504; 87-166, 91+484; 90-92, 95+882; 93-191, 101 -H 62; 96-4«9, 104+561; 
105-170, 117+393, 17 L. R. A. (N. S.) 984, 15 Ann. Cias. 961. See sec. 2 of 
this code. 

b. Local taxation — Any county and township organization shall 
have such powers of local taxation as may be prescribed by law. 

(Art. 11 §5) 

18-482, 432; 20-74, 59; 103-32, 114+90. 

c. Submission of laws for taxation of railroads — ^Any law pro- 
viding for the repeal or amendment of any law or laws heretofore or 
hereafter enacted, which provides that any railroad company now 
existing in this state, or operating its road therein, or which may 
be hereafter organized, shall in lieu of all other taxes and assess- 
ments upon their real estate, roads, rolling stock, and other personal 
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property, at and during the time and periods therein specified, pay ^ 

into the treasury of this state a certain percentage therein men- 
tioned of the gross earnings of such railroad companies now exist- i 
ing or hereafter organized, shall before the same shall take effect f 
or be in force, be submitted to a vote of the people of the state, 
and be adopted and ratified by a majority of the electors of the 
state voting at the election at which the same shall be submitted 
to them. (Art. 4 § 32) 

Adopted November 8, 1871. 

56-156, 574-464; 72-200, 75+210; 73-417, 426, 76-4-217; 77-433, 80+626; 
84-81, 83, 86+784; 86-136, 138, 90+160; 102-26, 112+897; 102-506, 112+899; » 

106-303, 119+202; 179 U. S. 223, 21 Sup. Ct. 73, 45 L. Ed. 162. 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. Property subject to taxation — All real and personal prop- 
erty in this state, and all personal property of persons residing 
therein, including the property of corporations, (banks, banking 
companies, and bankers), is taxable, except such as is by law ex- 
empt from taxation. (1969) 

''Banks, banking companies and bankers" — ^Under laws 1907» o. Ill, and 
LawB 1909, c. 103 (§§ 6326-6329 G. S. 1913), all institutions using the name 
of "bank*' must be incorporated (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, Nos. 31, 32; 1911-12, 
Nos. 19, 21). 

1. General rules — ^All property within the state and subject to its juris- 
diction is taxable unless expressly exempted (23-280; 24-251; 72-200, 75-j- 
210; see Const, art 9, § 1, p. 33 of this code). The taxing power of the state 
has no extraterritorial force (56-24, 57-|-313; 107-319, 119+1058; see 72-87, 
91, 75+108. 42 L. R. A. 639). The state cannot tax property unless it has 
jurisdiction over the owner or the property (35-215, 28+256; 76-lC>5, 78+ 
962, 1117). Corporeal personal property of a nonresident of this state hav- 
ing a fixed situs here is taxable in this state regardless of the domicile of 
the owner (35-215, 28+256; 94-320, 102+721). If such property is within 
one state and its owner is domiciled in another it may be taxed in the 
former, although it Is also taxed in the latter (56-24, 57+313. But see sec. 
52 of this code). Tangi'ble personal property permanently located in other 
states or countries, so that it has acquired an actual situs there, and having 
no connection with this state save that its owner resides here, is not tax- 
able at the domicile of the owner (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1913, Dec. 3; 198 U. S. 
341; .199 U. iS. 194; 204 U. S. 585, 592). Incorporeal personal property is 
generally taxable where it is owned, that is, at the domicile of the creditor, 
but he may give it a business situs elsewhere (35-215, 28+2"56; 177 U. S. 
133, 20 Sup. Ct. 585, 44 L. Ed. 701). 

2. Credits of nonresidents in the hands of local agents — If a nonresi- 
dent owner of credits places them in the hands of an agent in this state 
for collection or renewal with a view of retaining the money and keeping 
it invested here indefinitely they are taxable here (3'o-215, 28+256; 80-277, 
83+339; 177 U. iS. 133, 20 Sup. Ct. 585, 44 L. Ed. 701; see 7-258, 198; 63-80, 
65+138; 77-190, 79+829; 83-512, 86+775; 95-43, 103+731); otherwise if the 
local agent is given no power of reinvestment or general control but merely 
receives money, loans it, and returns the papers to his principal (76-155, 
78+962, 1117). It is immaterial that the principal is insolvent and his 
local business is being closed up (80-277, 83+339). 

3. Property of nonresidents stored here — Property of nonresidents 
stored here for convenience in distribution to future purchasers is taxable 
here (56-24, 57-f 313. See sec. 36 of this code), but property shipped into the 
state and held in the cars on the track of the common carrier for the pur- 
,pose of distribution to parties who have purchased prior to shipment, al- 
though consigned to the shipper for convenience, is not taxable here until 
after distribution (79-127, 81+752; see sec. 36). 

4. Property of nonresidents consigned for sale here — Property of non- 
residents consigned to agents for sale here is taxable here (7-258, 198; 14- 
252, 185; see sec. 36 of this code) ; otherwise if it is consigned merely for dis- 
tribution to parties purchasing prior to the consignment (79-127, 81+752; 
see sec. 36). 
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5. Property in transit — ^Railroad tank cars owned by a nonresident 
corporation and in transit through the state held not taxable (94-320, 102+ 
721). Logs until delivered to a common carrier for export beyond the state 
are not interstate commerce, and are taxable (101-186, 112+214; llS-329, 
136+1033). See sec. 42 of this code. 

6. Federal property and agencies — ^Federal property is not taxable by 
theafitate (21-472; 28-267, 9+761; 30-372, 1(5+665; 42-312, 44+201). Fed- 
eral agencies such as national banks are not taxable except as authorized 
by congress (11-600, 378; 23-280). Property in the Indian reservations is 
not taxable by the state (7-140, 84; see 16-369, 302; Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, 
No. 708). Where legal title remains in the United States, land is taxable by 
state only after consideration paid and perfect equitable title vested in pur- 
chaser (100-365, 111+276). See Const, art. 2, § 3; G. S. 1913 § 5. 

7. Property of the state and its agencies — The property of the state 
and its political subdivisions, arms and agencies, such as cities within its 
borders, when used exclusively for public purposes, is not subject to taxa- 
tion, or to proceedings for the assessment of taxes, or for their collection 
by judgment and sale (120-484, 140+129). 



8. Aliens — An alien is subject to the payment of taxes the same as a 
citizen (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, No. 713). 

9. Interstate commerce — ^Interstate commerce is not taxable by the 
^tate, but property of corporations employed in interstate commerce may 
be so taxed according to the proportionate share employed in the state 
(see 85-457, 89+66; 94-320, 102+721; 96-13, 24, 104+567; 101-186, 112+214; 
107-390, 120+634). State's power to measure legitimate property tax by re- 
ceipts which in part come from interstate commerce (114-346, 131+489, 223 
U. -S. 338, 32 Sup. Ct. 211, 56 L. Ed. 459). 

10. Held taxable — ^A debt arising from a contract for the sale of land 
(39-502, 40+83i5); a debt secured by a real estate mortgage although the 
real estate itself is taxed (24-261; 39-502, 40+836); a mortgage held by a 
mutual building association, the stock of the association not being taxed 
(46-164, 47+540, 10 L. R. A. 762); things in action (80-277, 83+339); mort- 
gages in the hands of savings banks, even though registry tax has been 
paid (114-96, 130+445, 851); riparian rights (26-229, 2+839); wheat held 
by a corporation for the benefit of its members and unexpended money in 
its hands (30-429, 16+151) ; the separate interests of tenants in common of 
personal prpperty (39-502, 40+835); funds from the sale of lands conveyed 
by the state to a private corporation in aid of internal improvements though 
secured by a bond to the state (32-616, 21+738) ; bees in hives and domes- 
ticated (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 207; 1910, No. 681); abstract books 
(Ops. Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 209) ; contracts for sale of land by foreign rail- 
road corporation doing business in this state (95-43, 103+731); stock in a 
foreign corporation, owned by a resident of this state (107-319, 119+1065); 
bonds issued by municipalities of territories of the United States (114-9*5, 
130+445, 861); railroad bonds (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, No. 677); property 
on which so-called inheritance "tax" has been paid (Ops. Atty. Gen, 1911- 
12, No. 679); fee In public highway (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1911-12, No. 590); 
lands sold by the state on contract (sec. 208 of this code) ; lands leased by 
the state for mining purposes (G. S. 1913 § 5316); railroad lands sold on 
contract (sec. 363 of this code). 

2. Property exempt — ^AU property described in this section to 
the extent herein limited shall be exempt from taxation, to-wit: 

1. All public burying grounds. 

2. All publico schoolhouses. 
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3. All public hospitals. 

4. All academies, colleges, and universities, and all seminaries 
ot* learning. 

5. AH churches, church property and houses of worship. 

6. Institutions of purely public charity. 

7. All public property exclusively used for any public purpose. 

8. Personal property of every head of a family liable to assess- 
ment and taxation of the value of $100. The county auditor shall 
deduct such exemption from the total valuation of such property 
as equalized by the tax commission assessed to such person, and ex- 
tend his levy of taxes upon the remainder only. (13, c. 259 § 1) 
(1970) 

Laws 1913 c. 259 § 2 repeals acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this 
section. 

iSee following section. 

1. None except authorized by constitution — The legislature has no au- 
thority to exempt persons or property from taxation, directly or indirectly, 
except as authorized by the constitution. And the same limitation rests 
on municipalities (20-396, 347; 39-110, 38+803; 40-232, 41+948, 2 L. R. A. 
701; 63-80, 66+138; 69-170, 71+931; 74-197, 77-1-40; 77-433. 804-626; 79-175, 
81+839; 90-180, 95+764). See 46-316, 48+1119 (territorial charter). Basis 
of exemption of -city property (120-484, 140+129). 

2. Strict construction — 'Constitutional and statutory provisions ex- 
empting property from taxation are to be strictly construed (12-395, 280; 
43-344, 45+61'5; 45-154, 47+540, 10 L. R. A. 7'52;- 45-229, 47+783; 62-183, 
64+379; 7S-343, 76+204; 90-92, 95+882). But this rule is not applicable to 
the construction of statutes providing for a commuted system of taxation 
and exempting property, not from taxation altogether, but from the general 
mode of taxation (23-469; 73-417, 76+217. But see 23-217; 39-26, 38+635; 
64-101, 66+206; 73-417, 431, 76+217; 8^4-459, 87+1131). 

3. Special assessments — ^^Statutes exempting property from taxation do 
not exempt from special assessments (73-343, 76+204; 87-166, 91+484), 
unless so expressly stated (21-526; 23-469; 36-529, 32+781; 68-242, 71+27), 

4. Held exempt — ^Funds of seminaries of learning (90-92, 95+882) ; 
seminaries of learning although owned by private individuals and conducted 
for profit, including the books and furniture ('52-144, 53+1133) ; residences 
of professors on a college campus (51-437, 53-4-704, 1-8 L. R. A. 278) ; public 
hospitals with adjoining lots (27-460, 8+595, 38 Am. Rep. 298); parochial 
school with playground attached (27-503, 8+761); public square (17-2)65, 
243); public alley (35-314, 29+126); cemeteries (85-498, 894-872; 93-191, 
101+161; see 36-529, 32+7&1; Ops. Atty.'Gen. 1898, No. 137); property of 
Hamline University wherever situated (46-316, 48+1119) ; riparian rights 
of charitable and educational institutions (81-422, 84+302); a light and 
water .plant owned and operated by a municipality (Ops. Atty. Gen. 19O0, 
No. 232). Property set apart for purely public charity, subject to charge to 
secure conditional annuity (108-114, 121+390) ; all Indian allotments, except 
in case of adult mixed bloods (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, No. 708) ; property of a 
Young Men's Christian Association (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1909, Feb. 27). 

5. Held not exempt — A parsonage or rectory belonging to a church al- 
though used in part for religious services (12-395, 280; 27-603, 8+761; 46- 
229, 4-7+783, 11 L. R. A. 175) ; a markethouse owned by a private individual 
(62-183, 64+379, 29 L. R. A. 777); property leased to an educational insti- 
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tution (43-344, 45+615); acre .property of college near campus but not de- 
voted to college purposes (51-437, '53-L704, 18 L. R. A. 278); public land 
pre-empted and final receipts issued (36-372, 15+665; 42-312, 44+201); pub- 
lic land conveyed to private corporation by state and proceeds of sales 
thereof (32-616, 21+738); logs cut by a railroad from its exempt lands 
(39-2'5, 38+635); a farm owned by a hospital (95-489, 1044 &51); allotments 
of adult mixed-blood Indians (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, No. Y08) ; property of 
fraternal organizations (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, Jan. 7); property of "county 
agricultural societies" (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1909, Oct. 21); property of camp 
meeting associations and Chautauqua assemblies (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1911, 
Oct. 4) ; municipally owned telephone lines (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1911-12, No. 
587); municipal honds issued by municipalities of territories of the United 
States (114-95, 130+445, 861). 

6. Various definitions — Terms "churches" and "houses of worship'' are 
synonymous, meaning buildings which are used at stated times for public 
worship (Ops. Atty. Gen, 1909, June 14). "Church property" Includes not 
only the edifice with the land upon which it is situated, but also real and 
personal property the primary or principal use of which is In connection 
with public worship (Id.) Only so much real estate is exempt as. is rea- 
sonably neces&ary for the proper enjoyment of such church (Id.). 

"Head of family'* is the .person who, living in the same house and in a 
domestic capacity with others not his servants or employes who are de- 
pendent upon him for support, controls and manages the affairs of the 
household (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1913, May 1). 

7. Deduction of $100 — The exemption should be deducted by the au- 
ditor from the aggregate assessed value as equalized by the tax commis- 
sion and not from the "true and full value" (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1913, Dec. 2). 

8. Effect of assessing exempt property — An assessment of exempt 
property is a nullity. The owner is not required to take any affirmative 
action to prevent or correct it (72-409, 75+723; 35-314, 29+126). 

'See sees. 144, 163, 168, 192 of this code. 

3. Certain bands and certificates of indebtedness exempt — That 
bonds and certificates of indebtedness hereafter issued by the state 
of Minnesota, or by any county, city or village of said state, or any 
township, or any common or independent school district of said 
state, or any governmental board of said state, or any county, city 
or village thereof, shall hereafter be exempt from taxation, pro- 
vided that nothing herein contained shall be construed as exempt- 
ing such bonds from the payment of a tax thereon, as provided for 
by chapter 288, Laws 1905 [sees. 281-307 of this code], when any 
of such bonds constitute in whole or in part any inheritance or be- 
quest, taken or received by any person or persons or corporation. 
(11, c. 242 § 1) (1971) 

See preceding section and notes. 

4. Real property defined — Real property, for the purposes of 
taxation, shall be construed to include the land itself, and all build- 
ings, structures, and improvements or other fixtures of whatsoever 
kind thereon, and all rights and privileges thereto belonging or in 
fvuy wise appertaining, and all mines, minerals, quarries, fossils, 
and trees on or under the same. (1972) 
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Held real .property: riparian rights (26-229, 2-fS39; 81-422, 84+302); 
right to cut timber (56-288, 57-f-796) ; elevators on right of way of railroad 
company and owned by the company (3S-G31, 38+619), but not if owned 
by others (69-131, 72+60, overruling 60-522, 63+101; see sec. 44 of this code) ; 
buildings erected by lessee and removable by him at end of lease (113-376, 
li29+764); standing timber on government land owned by private persons 
(Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, No. 725); and easements (see 31-354, 17+954; 4.2-398, 
45+9^58; 142+805). -Statutory definition inapplicable to Sp. Laws 1874, c. 1 
(31-354, 17+954). Assessment of real property as personal pro.perty illegal 
26-229, 2+839). 

5. Personal property defined — ^Personal property, for the -pur- 
poses of taxation, shall be construed to include : 

1. All goods, chattels, moneys, and effects. 

2. All ships, boats, and vessels belonging to inhabitants of this 
state, whether at home or abroad, and all capital invested therein. 

3. All improvements made by others upon lands, the fee of 
which is still vested in the United States, and all improvements, in- 
cluding elevators and other structures, upon lands the title to which 
is still vested in any railroad company or other corporation whose 
property is not subject to the same mode and rule of taxation as 
other property. 

4. All stock of nurserymen, growing or otherwise. 

5. All gas, electric, and water mains, pipes, conduits, subways, 
poles, and wires located in any road, street, or alley, and all tracks, 
roads, and bridges of street railway, plank road, gravel road, turn- 
pike, and bridge companies, together with the poles and wires of 
such companies erected or laid in connection therewith. 

6. Credits of every kind over and above debts owed by the 
creditor. 

7. The income of every annuity, unless the capital of the an- 
^nuity be taxed within this state. 

8. All public stocks and securities. 

9. All personal estate of moneyed corporations, whether the 
owners thereof reside in or out of the state. 

10. All shares in foreign corporations owned by residents of 
this state. 

11. All shares in banks organized under the laws of the United 
States or of this state.. (1974) 

Cited (114-95, 130+445). 

Subd. 6 — See sec. 61 of this code. 

Subd. 7— Cited (108-114, 121+390). 

Subd. 10— Constitutional (107-319, 119+10i58). 

6. Other definitions — In the construction of this chapter, the 
following rules shall be observed, unless such construction would 
be inconsistent with the manifest intention of the legislature, or re- 
pugnant to the context: 

1. "Money'' or ''moneys" shall mean gold and silver coin, 
treasury notes, bank notes, and other forms of currency in com- 
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mon use, and every deposit which any person owning the same, or 
holding in trust and residing in this state, is entitled to withdraw 
in money on demand. 

2. ** Credits" shall mean and include every claim and demand 
for money or other valuable thing, and every annuity or sum of 
inoney receivable at stated periods, due or to become due, and all 
claims ^nd. demands secured by deed or mortgage, due or to be- 
come due. 



3. ''Tract,'' ''lot,'' "parcel," and "piece or parcel" of land 
shall each mean any contiguous quantity of land in the possession 
of, owned by, or recorded as the property of, the same claimant, 
person, or company. 

4. "Town" or "district" shall mean town, village, city, or 
ward, as the case may be. 

5. "True and full value" shall mean the usual selling price at 
the place where the property to which the term is applied shall 
be at the time of assessment ; being the price which could be ob- 
tained therefor at private sale, and not at forced or auction sale. 

6. "Person", shall include firm, company, or corporation. 

7. "Merchant" shall include every person who owns, or has 
in his possession or subject to his control, with authority to sell the 
same, any goods, merchandise, or other personal property within 
the state, purchased within or without the state with a view to sale, 
at an advanced price or profit, or which has been consigned to him 
from any place out of the state for sale within the state. 

8. "Manufacturer" shall include every person who purchases, 
receives, or holds personal property of any description for the pur- 
pose of adding to its value by any proeess of manufacturing, refin- 
ing, rectifying, or by the combination of different materials, with a 
view of making gain or profit thereby. (1975) 

Subds. 1 and 2. "Money" and "credit8"^See sec. 61 of this code. 

Held credits — Claims arising on a contract for the sale of land (39-502, 
40-f835); book accounts and money loaned (15-295, 226); notes, bills re- 
ceivable, and things in action generally (see 80-277, 83+339); all unliquidat- 
ed legal claims, even though they may be disputed (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1911-12, 
No. 577) ; deposit in foreign bank in hands of resident of state (Ops. Atty. 
Gen. 1911-12, No. 575). 

Subd. 3. Separate tract — ^Where several government subdivisions of 
land or village lots owned by the same person adjoin and are so connected 
together and occupied as to constitute one tract in fact they may ordinarily 
be treated as one tract for the purpose of assessment and sale (32-7, 19-f-83; 
38-27, 35+666; 39-317, 40+70). A tract may be divided by a contract to 
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convey (44-464, 47+55). A railroad right of way through a tract does not 
divide it Into two tracts (50-204, 52-f523; 91-63, 97+413). Acre property 
within city limits may be treated, for the purposes of special assessment, 
as if divided into lots (72-87, 75+108, 42 L. R. A. 639). There is no author- 
ity for assessing undivided portions of tracts (66-425, 69+326). 

Cited (117-159, 134+643). 

7. Abbreviations — In all proceedings under this chapter, it shall 
be suflScient to designate the ranges, townships, sections, or parts 
of a section, blocks, lots, or parts of lots, and dollars and cents, 
by initial letters, abbreviations, and figures; but the abbreviation 
*'do*' or the character ('*), commonly known as ** ditto marks," 
shall not be used, except as to the name of owner, addition, or sub- 
division. (1976) 

Ditto marks are authorized to a limited extent (64-139, 66+262; Ops. 
Atty. Genl. 1900, No. 220). An improper but not misleading insertion of 
ditto marks (51-289, 53+635), or periods (&5-518, 89+853), is not fatal. Ab- 
breviations must be according to common usage (26-212, 2+495). It is not 
necessary to Insert periods after abbreviations (51-289, 53+635). A frac- 
tion of a government subdivision cannot be described by an integer (26-212, 
2+495; 38-384, 37+799, 8 Am. St. Rep. 675; 47-99, 49+387; 59-70, 60+809), 
nor by a fractional number unless it is clear of what larger subdivision it 
Is a fraction (38-384, 37+799, 8 Am. St. Rep. 675; 80-441, 83+382). 

. 8, Legality presumed — No assessment of property for the pur- 
poses of taxation, and no general or special tax authorized by law, 
levied upon any property by any officer or board authorized to 
make and levy the same, shall be held invalid for want of any matter 
of form in any proceeding which does not affect the merits of the 
case, and which does not prejudice the rights of the party object- 
ing thereto. All such assessments and levies shall be presumed to 
be legal until the contrary is affirmatively shown; and no sale of 
real estate fOr the non-payment of taxes thereon shall be rendered 
invalid by showing that any certificate, return, affidavit, or other 
jiaper required to be made and filed in any office is not found in 
such office, but, until the contrary is shown, the presumption shall 
be in all cases that such paper was properly made and filed. (1977) 

The levy and assessment are presumed valid until the contrary is af- 
firmatively shown (94-320, 102+721). Cited (117-499, 136-^-299; 121-426, 141 + 
841; 143+787). 
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MINNESOTA TAX COMMISSION 

9. Powers and duties — It shall be the duty of the commission 
and it shall have power and authority : 

1. To have and exercise general supervision over the adminis- 
tration of the assessment and taxation laws of the state, over as- 
sessors, town, county and city boards of review and equalization 
and all other .assessing officers in the performance of their duties 
to the end that all assessments of property be made relatively just 
and e^ual in compliance with the laws of the state. 

2. To confer with, advise and give the necessary instructions, 
and directions to lo-cal assessors throughout the state as to their 
duties under the laws of the state, and to that end call meetings of 
local assessors of each county, to be held at the county seat of such 
county for the purpose of receiving necessary instruction from the 
commission as to the laws governing the assessment and taxation 
of all classes of property. 

3. To direct proceedings, action and prosecutions to be insti- 
tuted to enforce the laws relating to the liability and punishment 
of public officers and officers and agents of corporations for failure 
or negligence to comply with the provisions of the laws of this state 
governing returns of assessment and taxation of property, and to 
cause complaints to be made against local assessors, members of 
board of equalization, members of boards of review or any other 
assessing or taxing officer, to the proper authority, for their re- 
moval from office for misconduct or negligence of duty. To re- 
quire county attorneys to assist in the commencement of prosecu- 
tions in actions or proceedings for removal, forfeiture and punish- 
ment for violation of the laws of the state in respect to the assess- 
ment and taxation of property in their res-pective districts or coun- 
ties. 

4. To require town, city, village, county and other public of- 
ficers to report information as to the assessment of property, col- 
lection of taxes received from licenses and other sources, and such 
other information as may be needful in the work of the commis- 
sion, in such form and upon such blanks as the commission may 
prescribe. 

5. To require individuals, co-partnerships, companies, associa- 
tions and corporations to furnish information concerning their ca^pi- 
tal, funded or other debt, current assets and liabilities, earnings, op- 
erating expenses, taxes as well as all other statements now required 
by law for taxation purposes. 
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6. To summon witnesses to appear and give testimony, and to 
produce books, records, papers and documents relating to any tax 
matter which the commission may have authority to investigate or 
determine. 

7. To cause the deposition of witnesses residing within or with- 
out the state, or absent therefrom, to be taken, upon notice to the 
interested party, if any, in like manner that depositions of wit- 
nesses are taken in civil action ih the district court in any matter 
which the coijimission may have authority to investigate or de- 
termine. 

8. To require the auditor of each county in the state to file with 
the tax commission, on or before the fourth Monday in August each 
year, complete abstracts of all real and personal property' in the 
county as equalized by the county board of equalization and item- 
ized by assessment districts, said abstracts to be accompanied by 
a printed or typewritten copy of the proceedings of said county 
board of equalization, and it shall be the duty of the county auditor 
to so report to the tax commission. 

9. To appoint a special assessor and deputies under him and 
cause to be made in any year a reassessment of all or any real and 
personal property or either in any assessment district, when in the 
judgment of said commission such reassessment is desirable or ne- 
cessary to the end that any and all property in such district shall 
be assessed equitably as compared with like property in the county 
wherein such district is situated. 

10. To require county auditors to carefully place upon the 
assessment rolls, omitted property which may be discovered to have 
for any reason escaped assessment and taxation in previous years. 

11. To receive complaints and to carefully examine into all 
cases where it is alleged that property subject to taxation has not 
been assessed or has been fraudulently or for any reason improp- 
erly or unequally assessed, or the law in any manner evaded or 
violated, and to cause to be instituted such proceedings as will 
remedy improper or negligent administration of the taxing of the 
state. 

12. To raise or lower the assessed valuation of any real or per- 
sonal property, including the power to raise or lower the assessed 
valuation of the real or personal property of any individual, co- 
partnership, company, association or corporation; provided, that 
before any such assessment against the property of any individual, 
co-partnership, company, association or corporation is so raised, 
notice of the intention of the commission to raise such assessed 
valuation and of the time and place at which a hearing thereon 
will be held shall be given to such person by mail addressed to him 
at his place of residence as the same appears upon the assessment 
book, at least five days before the day of such hearing. 
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13. One or more members of the commission shall officially visit 
at least one-half the counties of the state annually, and shall visit 
every county in the state at least once in two years and inquire 
into the methods of assessment and taxation and. ascertain whether 
the assessors faithfully discharge their duties, particularly as to 
their compliance with this act requiring the assessment of all prop- 
erty not exempt from taxation. 

14. To investigate the tax laws of all other states and countries 
and to formulate and submit to the legislature of the state such 
legislation as said commission may deem expedient to prevent 
evasions of assessment and taxing laws, and to secure just and equal 
taxation and improvement in the system of assessment and taxa- 
tion in this state. 

15. To consult and confer with the governor of the state upon 
the subject of taxation, the administration of the laws in regard 
thereto, and the progress^ of the work of the commission, and to 
furnish the governor, from time to time, such assistance and in- 
formation as he may require relating to tax matters. 

16. To transmit to the governor on or before the third Mon- 
day in December of each even numbered year, and to each mem- 
ber of the legislature on or before January 1st, of each odd num- 
bered year, the report of the commission for the preceding years, 
showing all the taxable property in the state and the value of the 
same, in tabulated form. 

17. The said Minnesota tax commission shall have and exer- 
cise all the rights, powers and authority by law vested in the state 
board of equalization. 

« 

Note: By Laws 1907, c. 408,' § 16, it was provided that the term of 
office of the state board of equalization should end January 31, 1909, and 
that thereupon such board should cease to exist and be discontinued. The 
rights, powers and authority .of the state board of equalization which it 
exercised prior to January 31, 1909, and which are now vested in the tax 
commission, are set forth in sec. 103 of this code. 

18. The Minnesota tax commission shall prescribe the form of 
all blanks and books required under this chapter. It shall hear and 
determine all matters of grievance relating to taxation. It shall 
have power to grant such reduction or abatement of assessed valu- 
ations or taxes and of any costs, penalties or interest thereon as 
it may deem just and equitable, and to order the refundment in 
whole or in part of any taxes, costs, penalties or interest thereon 
which have been erroneously or unjustly paid. Provided, however, 
that application therefor shall be submitted to it with a statement 
of facts in the case and the favorable recommendation of the county 
board or of the board of abatement of any city where any such 
board exists, and the county auditor of the county wherein such 
tax was levied or paid. Except that in the case of gross earnings 
taxes, the application in the premises may be made directly to the 
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tax commission and without the favorable action of the county 
board and county auditor. But no reduction, abatement or refund- 
ment of any special assessments made or levied by any municipality 
for local improvements shall be made unless it is also approved by 
the board of review or similar taxing authority of such munici- 
pality. The commission may refer any question that may arise 
in reference to the true construction of this chapter to the attorney 
general, and his decision thereon shall be in force and effecj; until 
annulled by the judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction. Upon 
deciding such case submitted to it the commission shall forward to 
the county auditor a copy of the order by it made therein. 

19. To exercise and perform such further powers and duties 
as may be required or imposed upon the commission by law. 

(W c. 408 §§ 11, 12, amended '09 c. 294 §§ 1, 5; '09 c. 96 § 1, 
amended 11 c. 339 § 1.) 

Subd. 18. 66-304, 69+25; 77-190, 79-|-829; 80-277, 83+339; 96-392, 105 
+276. Favorable recommendation by county board and county auditor jur- 
isdictional (103-485, 115+647). In city of St. Paul favorable r^ommendation 
of board of abatement is required (103-485, 115+647). Recommendations 
of the county auditor may be made and signed by his deputy (Opsv Atty. 
Gen. 1910, No. 89). If application for reduction of assessed valuation is 
granted, penalty provided for in sec. 136 of this code does not attach (Ops. 
Atty. Gen. 1910, No. 647). 

10. Quorum — Sessions — * * * A majority of said commis- 
sion shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business 
and the performance of the duties of said commission. The said 
commission shall be in continuous session and open for the trans- 
action of business every day, except Sundays and legal holidays, 
and the sessions of said commission shall stand and be deemed to 
be adjourned from day to day without formal entry thereof on 
its records. The commission may hold session in conducting in- 
vestigation at any other place than the capitol when deemed neces- 
sary to facilitate and render more thorough the performance of its 
duties. (W, c. 408 § 8) 

11. Chairman — The member of said commission whose term 
of office expires January 31, 1909, shall be chairman of said com- 
mission during his term of office, and thereafter the member who 
has the shortest term of service shall be chairman during the re- 
mainder of his term. * * * ('07, c. 408 § 7) 

12. Secretary — Duties — ^Rules of commission — * * * The 
secretary of the commission shall keep full and correct minutes of 
all the testimony taken, hearings had and the proceedings of said 
commission, and shall perform such other duties as may be required 
by said commission. The said commission shall have power to make 
all necessary or needful rules consistent with the laws of this state 
for the orderly and successful performance of its duties and for con- 
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ducting hearings and other proceedings before it. ( '07, c, 408 § 
9) 



14. Property amitted or undervalued — ^Reassessment— When- 
ever it shall be made to appear to the Minnesota tax commission 
by verified complaint or by the finding of a court or of thd legis- 
lature or either body of the same, or any committee thereof, that 
any considerable amount of property has been improperly omitted 
from the tax list or assessment roll of any district or county for any 
year, or, if assessed, that the same has been undervalued ar over- 
valued, as compared with like property in the same bounty or in the 
state so that the assessment for such year in such district or county 
is grossly unfair and inequitable, whether or not the same has been 
equalized by the county board of equalization or the tax commis- 
sion, the said commission shall examine into the facts in said mat- 
ter and if satisfied therefrom that it would be for the best interests 
of the st§te that a reassessment of such property be made, they shall 
appoint a special assessor and such deputy assessors as may be 
necessary and cause a reassessment to be made of all or any of the 
real and personal property or either in any such district or county 
as they may deem best to the end that all property in such district 
or county shall be assessed equitably as compared with like property 
in such district and county. ('07, c. 408 § 16, amended '09, c. 294 
§2) 

121-421, 141+839. 

15. Qualification of assessors — ^Reassessment, how made — Oriev- 
ances — Appeals — Such special assessors- and deputies shall be citi- 
zens of the s-tate of Minnesota but need not be residents of the coun- 
ty or district wherein such reassessment is so made. Every special 
assessor and deputy appointed undfer the provisions of this act shall 
subscribe and file with said commission his oath to faithfully and 
fairly perform the duties of his ofiice. Such special assessor as- 
sisted by his deputies shall thereupon proceed to carefully examine 
and reassess the property so to be reassessed, and shall prepare. du- 
plicate lists of such reasse^ment in such form as the commission may 
prescribe, showing the property or person so reassessed, the amount 
of the original assessment thereof made in such year, and opposite 
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13. Witnesses, how sworn — Failure to testify or produce- 
Oaths to witnesses in any matter under the investigation or con- 
sideration of the commission may be administered by the secretary 
of the commission or any member thereof. In case any witness 
shall fail to obey any summons or appear before said commission, 
or shall refuse to testify or answer any material questions or to 
produce recotds, books, papers or documents when required so to ^ 

do, such failure or refusal shall be reported to the attorney general 
who shall thereupon proceed in the proper court to compel obedi- 
ence to any summons or order of the commission, or to punish wit- 
nesses for any such neglect or refusal. ('07, c. 408 § 15) 
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the same the reassessment so made by such special assessor. He 
shall file both copies of such list with the said commission. The 
said commission shall thereupon examine, equalize and correct such 
reassessment so as to substantially conform with the assessment of 
like property throughout the state ; and shall transmit to the county 
auditor of the county wherein such reassessment was so made one 
copy of such reassessment by them so corrected and equalized. 
Such list shall for all purposes supersede and be in place of the 
original assessment made for such year upon such property, and 
the county auditor upon receipt thereof shall extend and levy against 
said property so reassessed the taxes thereon for such year ac- 
cording to such reassessment in the same manner as though su<;h 
list was the original assessment list of such property. Any person 
feeling himself aggrieved by an assessment so made against him 
or upon any property at that time owned by him may appeal there- 
from to the district court of the county in which such assessment 
is made. To render such appeal effective for any purpose, the ap- 
pellant shall file a notice of such appeal with the county auditor 
of such county within thirty days after the making of such assess- 
ment, which notice shall specify the ground upon which such ap- 
peal was taken and no other or different service shall be required 
to' perfect such appeal. Upon the filing of such notice the county 
auditor shall make and file in the office of the clerk of such dis- 
trict court a cer,tified copy of such notice and of the particular as- 
sessment appealed from, and shall also notify the county attorney 
of such county of the pendency of such appeal. Thereupon the 
said district court shall be deemed to have acquired jurisdiction of 
such matter and shall proceed to hear and determine same in like 
manner as other tax matters are tried and determined in the dis- 
trict courts of this state. The county attorney of said county 
shall appear for and defend the interests of the state in such mat- 
ter. ('09, c. 294 § 3) 

16. Compensation of special assessors — The compensation of 
each special assessor and of his deputies appointed under the pro- 
visions of this act and his expenses as such shall be fixed and de- 
termined by the Minnesota tax commission and by them certified 
to the state auditor and shall be paid out of the general fund in 
the state treasury. The respective counties shall reimburse the 
state therefor two years after the same are incurred. The state 
auditor shall notify the auditor of such county of the amount there- 
of, whereupon such county auditor shall levy a tax upon the tax- 
able property in the assessment district or districts wherein such 
reassessment was made sufficient to pay the same and when colg 
lected the proceeds thereof shall be forthwith paid into the state 
treasury in the same manner as other state taxes. ( '09, c. 294 § 4) 
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LISTma AND ASSESSMENT 

17. Coxmty supervisor of assessments — ^When deemed best, any 
county board may appoint a resident voter of the county as a su- 
pervisor of assessments, who, before entering upon the duties of his 
office, shall give bond and make oath substantially as required of 
an assessor. He shall have general supervision of assessments made 
in the county under the direction of the board, and perform any 
services appertaining thereto which the board may require. He 
shall personally examine such tracts of real estate as the board may 
designate, and give an accurate topographical description of each 
government subdivision thereof, and estimate and set down what 
he believes to be the true value in money of each tract examined. 
He shall make report in writing to the board, and, if such report 
be found correct, they shall make and enter in their record book 
and file with the auditor an order approving it. Such report shall 
be used as a guide and basis for making further assessments, and 
the value of the lands described therein as fixed by the supervisor 
shall be taken by the town assessors to be the true value of all such 
lands as they do not personally examine. The county board of 
equalization shall consult such report and estimate when equalizing 
the real estate assessment. If the supervisor deems it necessary 
ill order to enable him to complete his examination, he may, with 
the approval of the board, employ one or more assistants, who shall 
give like bond and make like oath. When the board believe that 
from any cause any lands have become more or less valuable since 
they were examined by the supervisor, they may order him to re- 
examine such lands and make report, and the proceedings thereon 
and the effect thereof shall be the same as hereinbefore provided. 
The board shall fix the compensation of the supervisor and of his 
assistants, payable out of the general revenue fund of the county, 
and may annul any such appointment at pleasure. (1984) 

18. Town and village assessors — ^Election — ^Term — Town and 
village assessors in all towns and villages, except those operating 
under special laws, shall be elected in odd numbered years and 
shall hold their office for two years and until their successors 
qualify. All assessors in towns or villages affected by this act, 
elected at the annual town meeting or village election in 1909, or 
who are appointed to fill a vacancy, shall hold office until their 
successors are elected and qualified in 1911. ('09, c. 316 § 1) 
(1163) 

19. Town assessors — Compensation — The following town offi- 
cers shall be entitled to compensation for each day's service neces- 
sarily rendered as follows ; viz. : Assessor ; three dollars ; and mile- 
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age at the rate of five (5) cents per mile for each mile necessarily 
traveled by him in going to and returning from the county seat 
of the county to attend any meeting of the assessors of the county 
which may be legally called by the county auditor, and also for 
each mile necessarily traveled by him in making his return of as- 
sessment to the proper county officer. • * * The voters at any 
town meeting, before balloting for officers begins, may by resolu- 
tion increase the compensation of town officers, not to exceed fifty 
per cent. (11, e. 37; 13,. c. 558 § 1) (1177)' 

Includes all of the section pertaining to assessors. 

20. When to take oath — ^Every * * * assessor, * * * 
wdthin ten days after receiving notice of his election or appoint- 
ment shall take and subscribe the oath required by law. If taken 
before the town clerk or a justice of the peace, such oath shall 
be administered and certified without fee. (1165) 

Includes all of section pertaining to assessors. 

21. Oath and bond, when filed — Before entering upon his du- 
ties, the person taking such oath shall file the same with the town 
clerk. Failure to file his oath and bond within the time prescribed 
by law shall be deemed a refusal to serve. (1166) 

22. Failure to take oath — Any town officer who enters upon 
the duties of his office before taking the oath required by law shall 
forfeit to the town the sum of fifty dollars. (1168) 

26-25, 27, 1+43. 

23. Bond and oath of assessors — Every person elected or ap- 
pointed to the office of assessor, at or before the time of receiving 
the assessment books, shall file with the county auditor his bond to 
the state, to be approved by the auditor, in the penal sum of five 
hundred dollars, conditioned for the diligent, faithful, and impartial 
performance of the duties enjoined on him by law. Failure to give 
bond or to take the oath within the time prescribed shall be deemed 
a refusal to serve. (1982) 



Applicable to city assessors appointed under special charters (64-318, 
67+64). 

24. Deputy assessors — ^Any assessor who deems it necessary to 
enable him to complete the listing and valuation of the property 
of his town or district within the time prescribed, with the ap- 
probation of the county auditor, may appoint a well-qualified citi- 
zen of his town or district to act as his assistant or deputy, and 
may assign to him such portion of his district as he thinks proper. 
Each assistant so appointed, after giving bond and -taking the re- 
quired oath, shall perform, under the direction of the assessor, all 
the duties imposed upon assessors by this chapter. (1983) 
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25. Assessment books — ^Beal property lii 
ing of assessors — The county auditor shall annually provide the ne- 
cessary assessment books and blanks at the expense of the county, 
for and to correspond with each assessment district. He shall 
make out, in the real property assessment book, complete lists of 
all lands or lots subject to taxation, showing the names of the own- 
ers, if to him known, and, if unkhown, so stated opposite each tract 
or lot, the numbet of acres, and the lots or parts of lots or blocks, 
included in each description of property. The list of real property 
becoming subject to assessment and taxation every odd numbered 
year may be appended to the personal property assessment book. 
There shall be appended to each personal assessment book a list 
of all mortgages or other real estate securities held, owned or con- 
trolled by the residents of the town or district on which the mort- 
gage registry tax has not been paid, showing the names of the 
owners or agents, alphabetically arranged, and the amount due 
on each separate instrument. It is hereby made the duty of the 
register of deeds to make out such lists according to the records 
of his office and deliver them to the county auditor on or before 
the last Thursday of April in each year, and the expenses of such 
lists shall be paid by the county, on allowance by the county com- 
missioners. The assessment books and blanks shall be in readiness 
for delivery to the assessors on the last Thursday of April of each 
year, and the assessors shall meet on that day at the office of the 
county auditor for the purpose of receiving such books and blanks, 
and for conference with the auditor in reference to the performance 
of their duties. ('05, c. 86, amended 13, c. 503 § 1) (1981) 

1. List of real property — Real property must be listed and assessed 
in distinct tracts or parcels (see sec. 6 of this code), but assessing two tracts 
as one is not a ground for collateral attack on the judgment; the objection 
must be raised prior to judgment (81-66, 83+485; see 91-63, 97+413). There 
is no authority for listing and assessing undivided portions of a tract (66- 
425, 69+326). The real estate assessment book must show, among other 
things, the name of the owner, if known, and if unknown, so stated opposite 
each tract or lot (62-246, 64+568). 

2. Assessment books and blanks— 57-397, 59+484; 64-318, 67+64. 

3. Assessors' meetings — The day provided for assessors' meetings may 
be changed by the tax commission (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1908, February 26). 

26. Assessor's duties — The assessor shall perform his duties dur- 
ing May and June of each year, except in cases otherwise provided, 
and in the manner following : He shall actually view, when prac- 
ticable, and determine the true and full value of each tract or lot 
of real property listed for taxation, and shall enter the value there- 
of, including the value of all improvements and structures thereon, 
opposite each description. He shall make an alphabetical list of the 
names of all persons in his town or district liable to an assessment 
of personal property, and shall call at the office or place of busi- 
ness or residence of each person required by this chapter to list 
property, and shall list his name, and shall require each person 
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to make and deliver a correct list and statement of such property, 
according to the prescribed form, which shall be subscribed and 
sworn to by the person listing; and the assessor shall thereupon 
determine the value of the property in such statement, and enter 
the same in his assessment books, opposite the name of the person 
assessed, with the name and postoffice address of the person list- 
ing the property, and, if he reside in a city, the street and number, 
or Qther brief description, of his residence or place of business. If 
any property is listed or assessed on or after the fourth Monday 
of June, and before the return of the assessor's books, the same 
shall be as legal and binding as if listed and assessed before that 
time. (1985) 

1. Assessments, when and how made — The assessor should perform 
his duties during the months of May and June, and It Is the intention of 
the law that he should complete them before the fourth Monday in June 
when the town board meets, but he has authority to make an assessment 
on his own motion until he returns his books to the county auditor on or 
before the first Monday in July. After that he has no authority over the 
assessment books or to perform any official act whatever unless notified 
by the auditor of an omission. In that event he is required to ascertain the 
value of the omitted property and make the necessary alteration in the 
assessment books (43-328, 45-f-606). He must actually view each tract of 
land and determine its true and full value (57-397, 59+484). Real property 
must be described in the assessment books with reasonable certainty (see 
notes under sec. 154 of this code; 12-395, 280). An assessment and payment 
under an imperfect description has been sustained as against a sale under 
a corrected description made by the auditor (33-366, 23-|-543). 

2. Listing of personal property by owner — If the taxpayer furnishes 
the assessor with a list he cannot subsequently impeach it (44-12, 46-|-143; 
56-24, 57+313; 73-70, 75+754). He cannot object that he was not notified 
of an assessment or called upon by. the assessor or not required to make 
a list. It is enough that he may show at the hearing on the citation that 
his property was not properly assessed (56-24, 57+313; 95-43, 103+731; 9^5- 
43, 103+731). The assessor should not accept an unverified list, but if he 
does, the taxpayer cannot object (73-70, 75+754). The list of the taxpayer, 
though veuified, is not conclusive on the assessor. The latter may disre- 
gard the list and make an assessment on the best information he oan ob- 
tain (15-29'5, 226; 73-70, 75+754; 76-423, 79+543). And he may do this * 
any time before he returns his books to the auditor (43-328, 45+606). When 

a list is made out It is the duty of the lister to return it to the ass-^ssor 
-who In turn delivers it to the auditor in whose office it is filed as a public 
record (73-70, 75+754). If the taxpayer makes a list he cannot object that 
the board of equalization follows his classification in raising an assessment 
(44-12, 46+143). 

3. Property not assessed by local assessor — The property of railroad 
companies, freight line companies, sleeping car companies, telephone com- 
panies and express companies used in carrying on their business is not 
assessed for purposes of taxation and does not pay a general property tax; 
but such companies in lieu of all other taxes and assessments pay into the 
state treasury each year, for state purposes only, a certain per centum of 
their gross earnings. Railroad companies pay 5 per cent (sec. 243 of this 
code); sleeping car companies pay 5 per cent (sec. 267); freight line com- 
panies pay 6 per cent (sec. 265) ; telephone companies pay 3 per cent (sec. 
275); and express companies pay 8 per cent of their income derived from 
intrastate business after deducting payments to railroads for transportation 
of freight (sec. 260). 
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Insurance companies, except town and farmers* mutual insurance com- 
panies, pay to the state annually 2 per cent of their gross premiums "on 
all direct business" received by them' in this state. In case of domestic 
companies this sum is in lieu of all other taxes except taxes upon real 
estate and in case of foreign companies it is in lieu of all other taxes ex- 
cept taxes upon real and personal property owned by them in the state 
(sec. 325). In addition to the 2 per cent tax above indicated, fire insurance 
companies pay a tax of % of 1 per cent on their gross premiums and as- 
sessments to support the office of fire marshal (sec. 326). 

Vessels navigating international waters in lieu of other taxes are taxed 
3 cents per net ton on their registered tonnage (sec. 280). 

The property of teregraph companies within the state is assessed by 
the tax commission and not by local assessors and is taxed at a rate fixed 
by the commission "which shall not exceed the average rate of taxes, 
general, municipal and local, levied throughout the state" (sec.- 273). 



27. With reference to May 1 — ^All real property subject to taxa- 
tion shall be listed and assessed every even-numbered year with 
reference to its value on May 1 preceding the assessment, and all 
real property becoming taxable any intervening year shall be listed 
and assessed with reference to its value on May 1 of that year. 
Personal property shall be listed and assessed annually with ref- 
erence to its value on May 1, and, if acquired on that day, shall be 
listed by or for the person acquiring it. (1979) 

40-137, 41+942; 79-131, 81+763; 80-17, 82+1090; 96-392, 105+276. 



28. Duties of assessors in odd-numbered years as to real prop- 
erty—In every odd-numbered year, at the time, of assessing personal 
property, the assessor shall also assess all real property that may 
have become subject to taxation since the last previous assessment, 
and all buildings or other structures of any kind, whether com- 
pleted or in process of construction, of over one hundred dollars 
in value, the value of which has not been previously added to or in- 
cluded in the valuation of the land on which they have been erected. 
He shall make return thereof to the county auditor, with his re- 
turn of personal property, showing the tract or lot on which each 
structure has been erected, and the true value added thereto by 
such erection. In case of the destruction by fire, flood, or other- 
wise, of any building or structure, over one hundred dollars in 
value, which has been erected previous to the last valuation of the 
land on which it stood, or the value of which has been added to any 
former valuation, the assessor shall determine, as nearly as prac- 
ticable, how much less such land would sell for at private sale in 
consequence of such destruction, and make return, thereof to the 
auditor. (1989) 

Presumption that assessor discharged his duties (12-395, 280). 

Lands platted into lots and blocks after the assessment in the even- 
numbered year is completed should be assessed in the odd-numbered year 
(Ops. Atty. Gen. 1911-12, No. 601). . 
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29. Classification and valuation of property — ^AU real and per- 
sonal property subject to a general property tax and not subject 
to any grosg earnings or other lieu tax is hereby classified for pur- 
poses of taxation as follows: 

Class 1. Iron ore whether mined or unmined shall constitute 
class one (1) and shall be valued and assessed at fifty (50) per 
cent of its true and full value. If unmined, it shall be assessed 
with and as a part of the real estate in which it is locateil, but 
at the rate aforesaid. The real estate in which iron ore is located, 
other than the ore, shall be classified and assessed in accordance 
with the provisions of classes three (3) and four (4) as the case may 
be. In assessing any tract or lot of real estate in which iron ore 
is known to exist the assessable value of the ore exclusive of the 
land in which it is located, and the assessable value of the land 
exclusive of the ore shall be determined and set dow^n separately 
and the aggregate of the two shall be assessed against the tract or 
lot. 

Class 2. All household goods and furniture, including clocks, 
musical instruments, sewing machines, wearing apparel of mem- 
bers of the family, and all personal property actually used by the 
owner for personal and domestic purposes, or for the furnishing 
or equipment of the family residence, shall constitute class two (2) 
und shall be valued and assessed at twenty-five (25) per cent of the 
full and true value thereof. 

Class 3. Live stock, poultry, all agricultural products, stocks 
of merchandise of all sorts together with the furniture and fixtures 
used therewith, manufacturers' materials and manufactured ar- 
ticles, all tools, implements and machinery whether fixtures or 
otherwise, and all unplatted real estate, except as provided by class 
one (1) hereof, shall constitute class three (3) and shall be valued 
and assessed at thirty-three arid one-third (33 1/3) per cent of the 
true and full value thereof. 

Class 4. All property not included in the three preceding classes 
shall constitute class four (4) and shall be valued and assessed at 
forty (40) per cent of the full and true value thereof. ('13, c. 
483 § 1) (1988) 

Laws 1913, c. 483 § 2 repeals all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
with this section. 

The term "true and full value" means the usual selling price at the 
time of the assessment, being the price that could be obtained therefoi* at 
private sale, and not at forced or auction sale. Assessors are presumed to 
act fairly and exercise an honest judgment and their valuation is con- 
clusive on the courts so long as they keep within the bounds of reason (47- 
512, '517, 50+536; 80-277, 83+339). In assessing the property they exercise a 
quasi judicial function and are exempt from civil liability however erroneous 
their judgment or improper their motives (53-62, 54-i-938). 

Cla,88 3. Unplatted real estate — The legislature, in putting unplatted 
real e-state in a class by itself, under a lower per cent of valuation, evident- 
ly intended to classify real estate according to the use to which it is de- 
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voted or made applicable. Platting a tract of land and putting such plat 
upon record indicates that the ultimate use and purpose of the land is 
changed as far as the owner can change it. It would therefore seem that 
the legislature in using the term "all unplatted land" has assumed that all 
liand within the limits of an existing and valid, legally authorized plat 
which is subdivided into tracts different than the subdivisions of a section, 
should be considered platted land whether such subdivisions are inlots or 
outlots. and that all land not so included is "unplatted real estate" (Ops. 
Atty. Gen. 1913, October 20). 

30. Lands and improvements listed separately — In assessing 
any tract or lot of real property, the value of the land exclusive of 
structures and improvements shall be determined, and also the 
value of all structures and improvements thereon, and the aggre- 
gate value of the property, including all structures and improve- 
ments, excluding the value of crops growing upon cultivated land. 
(§810 E. L. 1905, as amended by Laws of 1913, c. 483 § 1— Ops. 
Atty. Gen. 1913, Aug. 9) (1987) 

31. Assessment of exempt property — At the time of taking the 
assessment of real property in every even-numbered year, the as- 
sessor shall enter in a separate list each description of property ex- 
empt by law, and value and assess it in the same manner as other 
property ; designating in each case to whom such property belongs, 
and for what purpose used. (1990) 

32. Lessees and equitable owners — ^Property held under a lease 
for a term of three or more years, or under a contract for the pur- 
chase thereof, when the property belongs to the state, or to any 
religious, scientific, or benevolent society or institution, incorpo- 
rated or unincorporated, or to any railroad company or other cor- 
poration whose property is not taxed in the same manner as other 
property, or when the property is school or other state lands, shall 
be considered, for all purposes of taxation, as the property of the 
person so holding the same. (1991) 

33. Assessment and taxation of mineral and other lands — 

(That) whenever any mineral, gas, coal, oil or other similar in- 
terests in real estate are owned separately and apart from smd 
independently of the rights and interests owned in the surface of 
such real estate, such mineral, gas, coal, oil or other similar in- 
terests may be assessed and taxed separately from such surface 
rights and interests in said real estate and may be sold for taxes 
in the same manner and with the same effect as other interests 
in real estate are sold for taxes. ('05 c. 161 §1) (1973) 

34. Land taken for drainage ditches deducted — ^In all cases 
where a drainage ditch has been or shall be constructed under 
county or judicial ditch proceedings, it shall be the duty of the 
persons and boards having to do with the making of the assess- 
ment, when determining the valuation of such land for taxation 
purposes, to take into consideration a reduction in the acreage of 
each tract or lot sufficient to cover the amount of land actually 
used for the ditch and its waste bank. (13 c. 208 § 1) (5633) 
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USTING PERSONAL PROPERTY 

35. By whom listed — ^Personal property shall be listed in the 
manner following : 

1. Every person of full age and sound mind, being a resident 
of this state, shall list all his moneys, credits, bonds, shares of 
stock of joint stock or other companies or corporations (when the 
property of such company or corporation is not assessed in this 
state), moneys loaned or invested, annuities, franchises, royalties, 
and other personal property. 

2. He shall also list separately, and in the name of his prin- 
cipal, all moneys and other personal property invested, loaned, or 
otherwise controlled by him as the agent or attorney, or on account 
of,. any other person, company, or corporation, and all moneys de- 
pos-ited subject. to his order, check, or draft, and credits due from 
or owing by any person, company or corporation. 

3. The property of a minor child or insane person shall be 
listed by his guardian, or by the person having such property in 
charge. 

4. The property of a person for whose benefit it is held in 
trust, by the trustee; of the estate of a deceased person, by the 
executor or administrator. 

5. The property of a corporation whose assets are in the hands 
of a receiver, by such receiver. 

6. The property of a body politic or corporate, by the proper 
agent or officer thereof. 

7. The property of a firm or company, by a partner or agent 
thereof. 

8. The property of manufacturers and others in the hands of 
an agent, by such agent in the name of his principal, as merchan- 
dise. (1994) 

As to money and credits, see sec. 62 of this code. 

Subd. 1. Personal property belonging absolutely to a married woman 
should be listed and assessed against her, separate aiid distinct from her 
husband's property (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1909, June 21). 

Subd. 2. A local agent of a nonresident must list credits of his prin- 
cipal (3-5-216, 284-2'56; 76-15-5, 78-|-962, 1117. See section 1, note 2 of this 
code). If agent fails to list separately and in name of principal, there is no 
provision authorizing assessor to assess the property as that of agent in 
his name (101-192, 112+6i8, 1142). 

Subd. 4. A trustee must list the property of his cestui que trust (77- 
190, 79 -f 829) and an executor or administrator the property of the estate 
(see 63-61, 65+119). 

Subd. 5. Receivers must list the corporate assets (69-131, 72-f 60. See 
sec. 51 of this code). When there are several owners not partners each 
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should list his own interest (39-502, 40+835). The listing of property by an 
' agent without authority is not binding on the principal (86-301, 904-772). 
Property of a partnership should be listed and assessed against the individu- 
als composing the firm as doing business under the firm name (Ops. Atty. 
Gen. 1898, No. 152). 

36. Merchant to list — Consignee need not> when — ^Every mer- 
chant required to list his property shall state also the value of his 
property pertaining to his business as a merchant. No consignee 
shall be required to list for taxation any property the product 
of this state, nor the value of any property consigned to him 
from any other place for the sole purpose of being stored or for- 
warded, if he has no interest in such property, and derives no profit 
from its sale. (1995) 

See notes 3 and 4, section 1 of this code. 

37. - Manufacturer to list — Every manufacturer required to list 
his property shall state also the value of all articles purchased, re- 
ceived, or otherwise held for the purpose of being used in whole 
or in part in any process of manufacturing, combining, rectifying, 
or refining. Every manufacturer and person owning a manufac- 
turing establishment of any kind shall list, as part of his manu- 
facturer's stock, the value of all engines, machinery, tools, and 
implements used or designed to be used in any such process, ex- 
cept such fixtures as have been considered real property. (1996) 

38. List to be verified — Every person required to list property 
for taxation shall make out and deliver to the assessor, upon 
blanks furnished by him, a verified statement of all personal prop- 
erty owned by him on May 1 of the current year. He shall also 
make separate statements in -like manner of all personal property 
in his possession or under his control which by this chapter he is 
required to list for taxation as agent or attorney, guardian, par- 
ent, trustee, executor, administrator, receiver, accounting officer, 
partner, factor, or in any other capacity ;^ but no person shall be 
required to include in his statement any share of the capital stock 
of any company or corporation which it is required to list anij re- 
turn as its capital and property for taxation in this state. (1997) 

39. Forms for listing — Assessor to value — The Minnesota tax 
commission shall prepare suitable forms for the listing of personal 
property each year. It may arrange and classify the items of such 
property in such groups and classes, and from time to time change 
and separate or consolidate the same as it may deem advisable 
for securing more accurate information concerning and the more 
perfect listing and valuation of such property. The assessor shall 
determine and fix the true and full value of all items of personal 
property included in any such list and enter the same opposite 
such items respectively, and the same shall be assessed for pur-, 
poses of taxation according to law, so that when completed such 
statement shall truly and distinctly set forth the full and true 
value and also the assessed valuation for taxation of such personal 
property as required by law. ('09 c. 266 § 1) (2013) 
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Laws 1909, c. 266 § 2, repeals all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
with this section. A mistake of the assessor in placing property under 
the wrong subdivision is immaterial in the absence of a showing of prejudice 
(see 44-12, 46+143; 76-96, 78+1032, 57 L. R. A. 63; contra under Laws 1860, 
c. 1, §§ 18-21, 15-412, 333). An owner listing his property cannot object 
that the board of equalization follows his classification in raising an assess- 
ment (44-12, 46+143). An error of the auditor in applying a raise ordered 
by the board is immaterial in the absence of a showing of prejudice (76- 
96, 78+1032, 57 L. R. A. 63). 

40. Where listed— Except as otherwise in this chapter pro- 
vided, personal property shall be listed and assessed in the county, 
town, or district where the owner, agent, or trustee resides. (1998) 

As a general rule the situs of personal property for the purpose of taxa- 
tion, unless otherwise provided by statute, is at the domicile or place of 
residence of the owner except when it has a definite and fixed situ^ else- 
where for purposes of business (39-502, 40+835; 47-552, 50+615; 60-522, 
X 63+101; 82-34, 84+636; 86-301, 90+772). An exception to the general rule 
that personal property is to be listed where the owner resides should be 
somewhat strictly construed (60-522, 63+101). Property held by a trustee 
is to be listed where the trustee resides (69-131, 72+60; 77-190, 79+829). 
But a receivership does not change the situs of property for purposes of 
taxation (69-131, 72+60. See sec. 51 of this code). Property in the hands of 
an agent for business purposes is to be listed where th^ agent resides (35- 
215, 28+256; 76-155, 78+962, 1117; 77-190, 79-829). 

41. Capital stock and franchises — The capital stock and fran- 
chises of corporations and persons, except as otherwise provided, 
shall be listed and taxed in the county, town, or district where the 
principal office or place of business of such corporation or person 
is located in this state; if there be no such o'ffice or place of busi- 
ness, then at the place in this state where such corporation or per- 
son transacts business. (1999) 

Except as otherwise provided the personal property of corporations 
having a principal office m this state is taxable where such office is situated 
(60-522, 63+101). The principal office or place of business of a corpora- 
tion is the place where the governing power of the corporation is exercised, 
. where the plans for the conduct of its business operations are formed 
and the manner of their execution directed, where the meetings of its 
directors and stockholders are held, its officers elected and its corporate 
seal kept (49-450, 52+44). The statute refers only to "capital stock and 
franchises,*' but this is deemed to include all forms of personal property 
(Ops. Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 204). The personal property of logging railroad 
companies, not common carriers, having no income, and hence not subject 
to the gross earnings tax, but being operated by incorporated lumber com- 
panies, is taxable in the county in which the corporations maintain 
their principal place of business, though actually kept and used in another 
county (97-286, 106+309). See note under sec. 45 of this code. Cited (114- 
95, 130+445). 

42. Merchants and manufacturers — The personal property per- 
taining to the business of a merchant or of a manufacturer shall be 
listed in the town or district where his business is carried on: 
Provided, that logs and timber cut from lands within, and designed 
to be transported out of, this state shall be assessed and taxed 
in the taxing district where found on ]\Iay 1 ; and all taxes thereon 
shall be paid into the different funds of the county of the taxing 
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district and of the state as other taxes are paid, and such taxes shall 
be a lien upon such logs and timber, which shall not be removed 
beyond the borders of this state until all such taxes are paid in 
full. (2000) 

The personial property pertaining to the business of a merchant or 
manufacturer must be listed in the town or district where his business is 
carried on (47-552, 50+615; 72-409, 754-723; 86-301, 90-1-772; 108-316, 122+ 
165). The statute defines a merchant (sec. 6 of this code; 60-522, 63+101) 
and a manufacturer (sec. 6; 64-556, 67+1144), within the meaning of this 
rule. The place where the business of a merchant is carried on is the 
place where he keeps his stock for sale and not where he purchases it- 
The mere fact that goods are temporarily stored where they are bought is 
immaterial if they are not kept there for sale (60-522, 63+101). Under the 
statute a merchant or manufacturer having distinct places of business in 
different counties of the state with property pertaining thereto located 
in eaqji, may be taxed in each county in which such business is so con- 
ducted (47-552, 50+615; 64-556, 67+1144; 82-34, 84+636). The statute ap- 
plies to nonresidents as well as to residents and is intended to secure def- 
'initeness and certainty with respect to the place of taxation of personal 
property and is for the benefit of state and property owner alike (86-301, 
90+772). 

Logs cut, banked, and boomed on ice of navigable lake, with intention 
of exporting them from state, do not become articles of interstate com- 
merce In transit until delivered to carrier for exportation, nor do they cease 
to be part of general mass of property in state while any substantial part 
of delivery to carrier remains to be done (101-186, 112+214, 13 L. R. A. 
[N. S.] 800). 

Property belonging to corporation doing business in C. county held 
assessable for taxation therein, though manufactured and stored in S. 
county, where manufacturer had no place of business (108-31'6. 122+165). 

Cited (118-335, 136+1033). 

43. Farm property of nonresident — ^When the owner of live 
stock or other personal property connected with a farm does not 
reside thereon, the same shall be listed and a;ssessed in the town or 
district where the farm is situated: Provided that, if the farm is 
situated in several towns or districts, it shall be listed and assessed 
in the town or district in which the principal place of business 
of such farm is located. (2001) 

44. Elevators and warehouses on railroad right of way — ^All 
elevators and warehouses, with the machinery and fixtures therein, 
situated upon the land of any railroad company, which are not in 
good faith owned, operated, and exclusively controlled by such com- 
pany, shall be listed and assessed as personal property in the town 
or district where situated, in the name of the owner, if known, 
and, if not known, as ''owner unknown." (2003) 

45. Express, stage and transiportation companies — ^The per- 
sonal p]*operty of express, stage, and transportation companies, 
except as otherwise provided by law, shall be listed and assessed 
in the county, town, or district where the same is usually kept. 

(2004) 

Logging railroad companies which are not common carriers are not 
"transportation companies" within the meaning of this section (97-286, 106+ 
309). See note under sec. 41 of this code. 
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46. Steamboats and other water craft — All persons, com- 
panies, and corporations in this state owning steamboats, sailing 
vessels, wharfboats, barges, and other water craft not employed in 
the navigation of international waters, shall list the same for assess- 
ment in the county, town, or district in which the same may belong, 
or be enrolled, registered, or licensed, or kept when not enrolled, 
registered, or licensed. " (2005) 

47. Gas and water companies — The personal property of gas 
and water companies shall be listed and assessed in the town or 
district where the principal works are located. (2006) 

76-96, 78+1032, 57 L. R. A. 63. 

48. Street railroad and certain other companies — The personal 
property of street railroad, street railway, plank road, gravel road, 
turnpike, or bridge companies shall be listed in the county, town, 
city, village or district where such property is situated, and where 
said personal property is situated in different counties, towns, 
cities, villages or districts, such part of said personal property 
situated in such county, town, city, village or district, shall be 
listed and assessed by the Minnesota tax commission in the taxing 
district where the same is situated, without regard to where the 
principal or any other place of business of such company is located. 
(113 c. 25 § 1) (2007) 

Laws 1913, c. 25, § 2, repeals inconsistent acts and parts of acts. 

31-354, 17+954; 76-96, 78+1032, 57 L. R. A. 63. 

The provisions of this section are so comprehensive that if any street 
railway system in this state is situated in more than one taxing district, 
the assessment of the personal property of the entire system devolves up- 
on the tax commission, and the local assessor Is deprived of all authority 
In that regard (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1913, June 16). 

49. Estates of decedents — The personal property of the estate 
of a deceased person shall be listed and assessed at the place of 
listing at the time of his death. (2008) 

69-131, 72+60. 

50. Persons under giiardianship— The personal property of a 
minor under guardianship shall be listed and assessed where the 
guardian resides; and of every other person under guardianship, 
where the ward resides. (2009) 

51. Assignees and receivers — ^Personal property in the hands 
of an assignee or receiver shall be listed and assessed at the place 
of listing before his appointment. (2010) 

69-131, 72+60. 

52. Property moved between May and July — The owner of 
personal property, removing from one county, town, or district 
to another 'between May 1 and July 1, shall be assessed in either 
in which he is first called upon by the assessor. A person moving 
into this state from another state between said dates shall list the 
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property owned by him on ^lay 1 of such year in the county, town, 
or district in which he resides, unless he shall make it appear to 
the assessor that he is held for tax of the current year on the prop- 
erty in another state. (2011) 

■ 

63. Where listed in case of doubt — In case of doubt as to the 
proper place of listing personal property or where it cannot be 
listed as in this chapter provided, if between places in the same 
county, the place for listing and assessing shall be determined by 
the county board of equalization; and if. between different counties, 
or places in different counties, by the jMinnesota tax commission; 
and w^hen determined in either case shall be as binding as if fixed 
hereby. ('11 c. 223 § 1) (2012) 

1. Appeal to county board — No notice of appUcation to the board is 
required. Its decision is final, or at least not subject to collateral attack 
(82-34, 84-1-636). If the controversy is as to place in same county, exclusive 
remedy is by application to county board (lll-29'5, 126+901). 

2. Appeal to tax commission — Prior to 1911 the proper place of listing 
personal property in case of doubt was determined by the state auditor. 
Section 53 of this code substituted the lax commission for the state auditor. 
This remedy is exclusive and if the taxpayer fails to resort to it he cannot 
maintain an action for the recovery of taxes paid (47-552, 50-f615; 60-522, 
63-flOl; 66-304, 69-f 25; 86-301, 90+772), or set up the defense by answer 
on application for judgment (77-190, 79+829), or obtain an injunction (72- 
409, 75+723; 86-301, 90+772). The decision of the tax commission is not 
subject to collateral attack (82-34, 84+636; 86-301, 90+772), but it may 
be reviewed by the supreme court on a writ of certiorari (86-301, 90+772). 
The application to the tax commission must be made on notice to the in- 
terested county oflacials (66-304, 69+25). The taxpayer must act prompt- 
ly (77-190, 79+829). 

G. S. 1894, § 1522, cited (97-286, 106+309). 

54. Assessor to state number of school district — ^When assessing 
personal property the assessor shall designate the number of the 
school district in which each person assessed is liable for tax, by 
writing the number of the district opposite each assessment in a 
column provided for that purpose in the assessment book. When 
the personal property of any person is assessable in several school 
districts, the amount in each shall be assessed separately, and the 
name of the owner placed opposite each amount. (1986) 



CORPORATIONS, COMPANIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 

55. Corporations, companies, and associations generally — The 

president, secretary, or principal accounting officer of every com- 
pany and association, incorporated or unincorporated, except rail- 
road, insurance, telegraph, telephone, express, freight line, and 
sleeping car companies, and banking corporations whose taxation 
is specifically provided for in this chapter, when listing personal 
property, shall also make out and deliver to the assessor a sworn 
statement of the anlount of its capital stock, setting forth particu- 
larly: 
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1. The name and location of the company or association. 

2. The amount of capital stock authorized, and the number of 
shares into which it is divided. 

3. The amount of capital stock paid up. 

4. The market value, or, if they have no market value, then 
the actual value, of the shares of stock. 

5. The value of its real property, if any. 

6. The value of its personal property. 

7. The total amount of all indebtedness, except the indebted- 
ness for current expenses, excluding from such expenses the amount 
paid for the purchase or improvement of property. 

The aggregate amount of the fifth and sixth items shall be de- 
ducted from the total amount of the fourth item, and the remain- 
der, if any, shall be listed as '^ bonds or stocks," under [R. L.] § 
835, subd. 23.* The real and personal property of each company or 
association shall be listed and assessed the same as that of private 
persons. If the proper officer shall fail or refuse to make such 
statement, the assessor shall make such statement from the best 
information he can obtain. Mortgages of building associations, 
which are represented in their stock and assessed as stock, shall 
not be assessed as mortgages. They shall list their real estate and 
all personal property as provided in this section. (2015) 

♦Note — The list of items of personal property enumerated in R. L. § 835, 
has been changed and expanded by the tax commission pursuant to the 
power vested in it by sec. 39 of this code; and subd. 23 above referred to is 
the same as item 56 in the list prepared by the commission, which will be 
found at the end of this code. 

The verified statement required by this section is in addition to the 
verified list required by sec. 39 of this code. The method of taxing -corpora- 
tions and stock companies in this state, except when they are taxed under 
special laws on their gross earnings, is to list and assess all their tangible 
property, real and personal, the same as the like property of other persons 
and to list and assess their capital stock at its actual or market value less 
the value of its tangible real and personal property otherwise specifically 
listed and assessed. Section 39 and this section are to be construed to- 
gether (76-96, 78-fl032, 57 L. R. A. 63; see 96-13, 104+567; 103-419, 423, 
115+645, 1039). No part of the capital stock listed under this section is 
taxable as such where the value of the company's real property, or per- 
sonal property, or both, exceeds the market value of its capital stock (76- 
423, 79+543). The assessor may refuse to accept an unverified statement 
but if he does the company caunot object. When the statement is made 
out it is the duty of the officer of the company to return it to the assessor 
who in turn delivers it to the auditor in whose office it is kept as a public 
record (73-70, 75+7'54). The statements returned by corporations are not 
conclusive on the assessor (76-423, 79+543; see 15-295, 226). The latter 
part of this section relating to mortgages refers to those held by building 
associations only (76-423, 79+543). Such mortgages are taxable if the as- 
sociation is not taxed (45-154, 47+540, 10 L. R. A. 752; see Ops. Atty. Gen. 
1900, Nos. 5, 14.) Building and loan associations are to be assessed under 
this section (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1900,. No. 5; 1910, Nos. 701, 706), the special 
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laws for their assessment having been declared unconstitutional (63-80, 
65+138). The provision of G. S. 1894, § 1530, for deducting the tMal amount 
of the indebtedness of a corporation or association from the value of its 
stock was unconstitutional (76-<96, 784-1032, 57 L. R. A. 63). Inapplicable 
to railroad companies (95-43, 103+731). Applicable to co-operative -cream- 
ery associations (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, No. 724). Cited (103-419, 115+645, 
1039; 114-110, 130+851). 

« 

56. Private bankers, brokers, and banks without stock — The 

accounting . officer of every bank whose capital is not represented 
by shares of stock," and every private banker, broker, and stock- 
jobber, when listing personal property, shall also make out and 
deliver to the assessor a sworn statement showing : 

1. The amount of money on hand or in transit. 

2. The amount of funds in the hands of other banks, brokers, 
or others subject to draft. 

3. The amount of checks or cash items not included in either 
of the preceding items. 

4. The amount of bills receivable, discounted or purchased, and 
other credits due or to become due, including accounts receivable, 
and intierest accrued but not due, and interest due and unpaid. 

5. The amount of bonds and stock of every kind (except United 
States bonds), and shares of capital stock of joint stock or other 
companies or corporations held as an investment, or in any way 
representing assets. 

6. All other property appertaining to said business, other than 
real estate, which shall be listed and assessed as other real estate 
under this chapter. 

7. The amount of all deposits made with them by other persons. 

8. The amount of all accounts payable, other than current de- 
posit accounts. 

The aggregate amount of the seventh and eighth items shall 
be deducted from the aggregate amount of the first, second, third, 
and fourth items, and the remainder, if any, shall be listed as money, 
under [R. L.] § 835, subd. 19.* The amount of the fifth item shall 
be listed as bonds and stock under said section, and the sixth item 
shall be listed the same as other similar personal property is listed 
under this chapter, except that, in case of savings banks organized 
under the general laws of this state, the amount of the seventh and 
eighth items shall be deducted from the aggregate amount of the 
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth items, and the remainder, 
if any, shall be listed as credits, according to the provisions of 
[R. L.J § 835.* (2016) 

♦Note — Money and credits are now listed on a separate blank under the 
provisions of Laws 1911, c. 285 (sections 62-65 of this code). 

The provisions of this section are so far exclusive that other sections 
are not applicable unless made so by express reference or necessary impli- 

* 
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cation (23-280). Deposits are assessable against the depositors, not against 
the bank (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1900, No. 5). The tax upon the surplus of a sav- 
ings bank is a property tax, and not a tax upon the franchise to exist as a 
corporation (114-95, 130+445). Municipal bonds issued by the municipali- 
ties of til e territories of the United States are not exempt from taxation 
in the hands of savings banks in this state, and all such bonds must be 
listed and taken into account as a part of the assets, for the purpose of 
determining whether there is a surplus. Office furniture belonging to a sav- 
ings bank, the value of which has beeh taken into consideration in deter- 
mining the surplus of the bank, cannot be separately taxed (114-95, 136~i- 
445, 851). 

67. Incorporated banks — The stock of every bank and mortgage 
loan company in this state, organized under the laws of this state 
or of the United States, shall be assessed and taxed in the town, 
city or village where such bank or mortgage loan company is lo- 
cated, whether the stockholders of such bank reside in such place or 
not, and shall be assessed in the name of the bank or mortgage 
loan company. The cashier, or other officer of the bank or mortgage 
loan company, shall list all shares of the bank or mortgage loan com- 
l>any for assessment, in the same manner as the general property 
of the bank or mortgage loan company is listed. To aid the assessor 
in determining the value of such shares of stock, the accounting 
officer of every such bank or mortgage loan company shall furnish 
to the assessor a sworn statement showing the amount and number 
of the shares of the capital stock, the amount of its surplus or re- 
serve fund and amount of its legally authorized investments in real 
estate, which shall be assessed and taxed as other real estate under 
this chapter. The assessor shall deduct the amount of investments 
in real estate from the aggregate amount of such capital and sur- 
plus fund, and the remainder shall be taken as a basis for the valua- 
tion of such shares in the hands of the stockholders, subject to the 
provisions of the law requiring all property to be assessed at its 
true and full value. The shares of capital stock of corporate banks 
not located in this state, held in the state, shall not be required to be 
listed under this chapter, but shall be listed by and assessed to the 
owner of such stock. ('05 c. 60 § 1) (2018) 

See first note under section 1 of this code. 

In determining the value of shares the assessor should always take into 
consideration undivided profits* (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 196). The owner 
of shares in a bank is entitled to the statutory exemption of one hundred 
dollars (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1898, No. 138). Deposits are assessable against 
the depositors, not against the bank, and it is immaterial that the money 
deposited has been loaned by the bank (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1900, Nos. 4, 5). 
The state can only tax the shares of stock in a national bank in accordance 
with the act of congress permitting it (11-500, 378). Under 1874 c. 1 § 30 
no provision was made for deducting the value of real estate held by a 
bank as under the present law. But it was held that such property was not 
taxable as such. The provisions of this section are so far exclusive that 
other sections are not applicable unless made so by express reference or 
necessary implication (23-280). 

"Legally authorized investments in real estate'' — This phrase pre- 
cludes the deduction from the aggregate of capital and surplus of any real 
estate which the bank may be holding in violation of the statutes (Ops. 
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Atty. Gen. 1911-12, No. 581); refers only to real estate which is situated 
within this state and taxable against the bank as such (Ops. Atty. Gen. 
1913, June 20); does not cover unpaid balance due or to become due to a 
bank on a land contract wherein the bank is the seller — such balance should 
be treated as personal property (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1913, Sept 15). 

58. Banks — ^List of stocldiolders — ^In every bank and banking 
office there shall be kept at all times a full and correct list of the 
names and residences of the stockholders or owners or parties in- 
terested therein, showing the number of shares, and the amount 
held, owned, or controlled by each party in interest, which list shall 
be subject to the inspection of the officers authorized to assess prop- 
erty for taxation, and the accounting officer of each bank or bank- 
ing institution shall furnish to the assessor a duplicate copy of such 
list, verified by oath, which shall be returned and filed with the 
county auditor. (2019) 

59. • Taxes on bank stock a lien — To secure the payment of taxes 
on mortgage loan company and bank stock or banking capital, every 
bank and mortgage loan company shall, before declaring any divi- 
dend, deduct from the annual earnings of the bank such amount as 
may be necessary to pay any taxes levied upon the shares of the 
stock, and such bank or mortgage loan company or officers thereof 
shall pay the taxes, and shall be authorized to charge the amount 
of such taxes paid to the expense account of such bank or mortgage 
loan company. ('05 c. 60 § 1) (2021) 

60. Trust companies receiving deposits subject to check — On or 

before March 1 of each year every trust company organized under 
the laws of this state shall pay into the county treasury of the 
county where its principal place of business is located five (5) per 
cent of its gross earnings for the preceding calendar year, which 
amount shall be in lieu of all taxes and assessments upon the capital 
stock and the personal property of such trust company; provided, 
however, that if any such company shall receive deposits subject to 
check other than trust deposits, that then such company shall be 
assessed in the same manner as incorporated banks are assessed, 
and shall pay taxes in the same manner as such banks. ('13 c. 529 
§ 1) (2268) 

MONEY AND CREDITS 

61. Definition — Tax rate — ''Money" and ''credits" as the same 
are defined in section 798 "Revised Laws of 1905" [section 6 of 
this code] arc horet^y exempted fiom taxation other than that im- 
posed by this act and shall hereafter be subject to an annual tax 
of three mills on each dollar of the fair cash value thereof. 

But nothing in this act shall apply to money or credits belong- 
ing to incorporated bank situated in this state, nor to any indebted- 
ness ou which tax is paid under chapter 328, (leneral Laws of 1907 
[sections 310-318 of this code]. ('11 c. 285 § 1) (2316) 
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Section 798, "Revised Laws, .1905" (section 6 of this code), defines 
money" and "credits" as follows: 

" 'Money' or 'moneys* shall mean gold and silver coin, treasury notes, 
bank notes, and other forms of currency in common use, and every deposit 
which any person owning the same, or holding in trust and residing in this 
state, is entitled to withdraw in money on demand. 

"'Credits* shall mean and include every claim and demand for money 
or other valuable thing, and every annuity or sum of money receivable at 
stated periods, due or to become due, and all claims and demands secured 
by deed or mortgage, due or to become due." 

, "Moneys and credits*' law held not violative of const, art. 9 § 1 (p. 33 of 
this code), (117-159, 134+643). The act held a complete revision of prior 
statutes on the subject, and designed as the exclusive guide upon that 
subject, save as provisions of the general tax laws are therein referred to 
and <aalled to its aid, and to repeal by implication R. L. § 836, which pro- 
vides for the deduction of debts from credits listed for taxation (117-159, 
134+643). 

Held credits — Claims arising on a contract for the sal« of land (39-502, 
40+835); book accounts and money loaned (15-295, 226); notes, bills receiv- 
able and things in action generally (see 80-277, 83+339); all unliquidated 
legal claims, even though they miay be disputed (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1911-12, 
No. 577)'; deposit in foreign bank in hands of resident of state (Ops. Atty. 
Gen. 1911-12, No. 575). 

A note secured by a real estate mortgage recorded in Minnesota is not 
within the statute (117-192, 134+728); but a note secured by an unrecorded 
mortgage or a note secured by a mortgage recorded outside of the state Is 
covered by this statute (Op. Tax Com.). 

The cash surrender of a life insurance policy is not taxable as a "credit" 
unless the insured has surrendered his policy and has demanded the cash 
surrender value thereof (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1913, June 4). 

iCash surplus of a farmer's mutual fire insurance company comes under 
the provisions of the law (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1913, June 3.) 

Credits of nonresidents in the hands of local agents- -If a nonresident 
owner of credits places them in the hands of an agent in this state for col- 
lection or renewal with a view of retaining the money and keeping it in- 
vested here indefinitely they are taxable here (35-215, 28+256; 80-277, 83+ 
339; 177 U. S. 133, 20 iSup. Ct. 585, 44 L. Ed.x701; see 7-258, 198; 63-80, 
65+138; 77-190, 79+829; 83-512, 86+775; 95-43, 103+731); otherwise if the 
local agent is given no power of reinvestment or general control but merely 
receives the money, loans it and returns the papers to his principal (76-155, 
78+962, 1117). It is immaterial that the principal is insolvent and his local 
business is being closed up (80-277, 83+339). 

A credit, which cannot be regarded as situated in a place merely be- 
cause the debtor resides there, must usually be considered as having its 
situs where it is owned — at the domicile of the creditor. The creditor, 
however, may give it a business situs elsewhere; as when he places it in 
the hands of an agent for collection or renewal, with a view to reloaning 
the money and keeping it invested as a permanent business (35-215, 28 + 
25^6; 177 U. S. 133, 20 Sup. Ct. 585, 44 L. Ed. 701). 

Money and credits at a branch office of a company having its principal 
place of business elsewhere are taxable at the branch office (Ops. Atty. 
Gen. 1911, Oct. 18). . 

Things in action are to be listed at their true value. If a note, for 
example, is wholly worthless, it is not to be listed at all; if it is of some 
value, but less than its face, it is to be listed at what it is worth (80-277, 
83+339). 
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62. How listed — ^AU *' money" and all ''credits" taxable under 
this act shall be listed in the manner provided in section 816 ''Re- 
vised Laws of 1905" [section 35 of this code], but such listing shall 
be upon a separate blank from that upon which other personal 
property is listed. ( 11 c. 285 § 2) (2317) 

63. Notice by assessor — List — ^Before making an assessment of 
"money" and "credits" under this act the assessor shall give 
seasonable notice to the inhabitants of his district in the manner 
prescribed in section 808 "Revised Laws of 1905" [section 26 of 
this code] . He shall require each individual, co-partnership, com- 
pany, association or corporation in his district to bring in before a 
date therein specified and not later than the first day of July a 
true list of all their "moneys" and "credits" taxable under this 
act. ('lie. 285 §3) (2318) 

64. Tax commission to prepare instructions — ^Form of return — 
Blanks — The Minnesol/a tax commission shall annually prepare in- 
structions for bringing in the lists required by the preceding section. 
They shall prepare and distribute through the county auditors to 
the assessors a form for the returns which the tax payers are re- 
quired to make by this act, and this form shall be printed on a 
separate s'heet, and shall be entirely distinct from the forms pre- 
I)ared for the returns of other classes of property. This form shall 
require the tax payer to make a return of the total amount of his 
'* money" and "credits" taxable under this act. 

The Minnesota tax commission shall caused to be printed and 
shall furnish assessors blank lists for the return of property tax- 
able under this act, and the assessor shall distribute a blank list 
to every person liable to taxation. ('11 c. 285 § 4) (2319) 

65. List to be under oath — Inspection — Penalty for unauthorized 
disclosure — The assessor shall in all cases require a person bringing 
iji a list to make oath that it is as nearly correct as he is able to 
]Qake it and this oath shall be attached to and be a part of such 
list. 

Such list shall be open to the inspection of the assessor, county 
auditor, their deputies and clerks, the board of review, the board 
of equalization, their clerks, the Minnesota tax commission and its 
assistants and clerks, but the details of the lists made by taxpayers 
shall be disclosed to no other person except by order of court, and 
any assessor or other person who shall disclose such details shall 
be liable to a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more 
than five hundred dollars. The lists shall be delivered by the 
assessor to the county auditor and by him preserved. ('11 c. 285 
§ 5) (2320) 

66. When to be received as true — The assessors shall receive as 
true except as to valuation, the list brought in by each person, 
unless on being thereto required by the assessor he refuses to an- 
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^ver on oath all reiasoiiable and' necessary inquiries as to the nature 
and amount of Jiis property taxable under the provisions of this 
act. (lie. 285 §6) (2321) 

» 

67. Failure to list — Assessor to estimate — ^Penalty — The assessor 
shall ascertain as nearly as possible the particulars of the personal 
estate subject to taxation under this act of any person who has not 
brought in such list,* and shall estimate its just value according to 
his best information and belief. He shall also add thereto fifty per 
cent of the estimated value of such property as a penalty ; and such 
estimate with the penalty of fifty per cent, shall be entered in the 
valuation books, and shall be conclusive upon any person who has 
not seasonably broug'ht in a list of his estate unless he <;an show 
reasonable excuse for the omission. ('11 c. 285 § 7) (2322) 

68. Estimate, how made — Error — ^In making such estimate the 
assessor shall specify the amount of ** money" and ''credits" sepa- 
rately and shall enter the same upon the books furnished under 
the provisions of section 10 [section 70 of this code] of this act. 
An error or overestimate, or either, shall not be taken into ac- 
count in determining whether a person is entitled to abatement, 
but only the aggregate amount of such estimate. ('11 c. 285 § 8) 
(2323) 

69. What amount assessable — Change of domicile — ^Duties of 

assessors— After property taxable under the provisions of this act 
has been legally assessed to any inhabitant of the state of Minne- 
sota, including any executor, administrator, or trustee, an amount 
not less than that last assessed by the assessor of such district in 
respect of such property shall be deemed to be the sum assessable, 
until a true list of such property is brought in to the assessor in 
accordance with the provisions of section 3 [section 63 of this code] 
of this act. When a person liable to be taxed for personal property 
included within the provisions of this act changes his domicile, the 
assessor gf the district to which he removes shall assess him for an 
amount not less than that for which he was assessed in the district 
from which he removed, until he files the list required by section 3 
[section 63] of this act. The duties of assessors under this section 
shall be the same as prescribed in section 858, Revised Laws of 
1905, and whoever neglects to perform any duty imposed upon him 
by this section shall be guiltv of a misdemeanor. ('11 c. 285 § \)) 
.(2324) 

70. Property to be listed in separate book or supplement — ^What 
shall be shown — Duties of assessor and auditor — Property taxable 
under this act shall not be included in the valuation list which as- 
sessors are required to make under the provisions of section 835, 
Revised Laws 1905 [section 39 of this code], but shall be listed in 
a separate book or in a supplement to the regular assessment book 
which the county auditor shall provide for each assessor on or be- 
fore the first day of May each year, and that the valuation of pr^^^x. 
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erty included in this act shall not be added to the valuation m 
section 492 [R. L.] and section 527 [R. L.], and acts amendatory 
thereof, for the purpose of fixing salaries t)r clerk hire as therein 
provided, except in counties having an area of more than five hun- 
dred (500) square miles and an assessed valuation of more than nine 
million dollars, under the provisions of section 835, Revised Laws 
of 1905 [section 39 of this code]. 

This book supplement, shall show the total amount of ''money" 
and of ''credits" assessed to each tax payer under the provisions 
of this act, and shall not disclose further details of his assessment. 
It shall contain also a summary showing the number of individuals, 
firms, associations, trustees, etc., assessed for such property and the 
total amount of "money" and "credits" taxable under the pro- 
visions of this act. When making the return to the county auditor 
provided for by section 850, Revised Laws of 1905 [section 87 of 
this code] , the assessor shall file this valuation book, or supplement, 
together with the summary of the same and the listing blanks filled 
out by each tax payer assessed under the provisions of this act. 

The county auditor, Avhen compiling the returns required by 
section 862, Revised Laws of 1905 [section 102 of this code], shall 
include, under a separate heading the aggregate assessment in each 
district of property assessed under the provisions of this act. ( '11 
c. 285 § 10, amended '13 c. 576 § 1) (2325) 

71. Review and equalization — The assessment under this act 
shall be reviewed and equalized the same as the assessment of other 
personal property is reviewed and equalized. ('11 c. 285 § 11) 
(2326) 

72. Auditor to compute taxes — List — Collection — The county 
auditor of each county shall compute the taxes under this act each 
year against each individual, co-partnership, company, association 
or corporation and he may include such tax on the personal property 
tax list with the other personal property tax levied against such in- 
dividual, copartnership, company, association or corporation where 
the assessment is made. 

The tax levied under this act shall be collected by the county 
treasurer, or sheriff, the same as other personal property taxes are 
collected. ('11 c. 285 § 12) (2327) 



73. Apportionment of receipts — All taxes paid to the county 
treasurer under the provisions of this act shall be apportioned, one- 
sixth to the revenue fund of the state of Minnesota, one-sixth to 
the county revenue fund, one-third to the city village or town and 
one-third to the school district in which the property is assessed. 
('11 c. 285 § 13) (2328) 
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GRAIN IN ELEVATORS 

74. Person operating elevator to list — Every person, firm or cor- 
poration operating a grain elevator or warehouse in this state shall 
at the time by law provided for the listing of personal property for 
taxation furnish to the assessor of the assessment district wherein 
such elevator or warehouse is situate a full and true list or state- 
ment of all grain, specifying the respective amounts and different 
kinds thereof received in or handled by such elevator or warehouse 
for and during the year immediately preceding March 1st of such 
year in which such list or statement is so to be made. ( '09 c. 466 
§ 1) (2329) 

76. Amount of tax — ^Every such person, firm or corporation shall 
in lieu of all other. taxes upon such grain pay thereon one-fourth of 
one mill per bushel upon all wheat and flax and one-eighth of one 
mill per bushel upon all other grain received in or handled by such 
elevator or warehouse during such preceding year. ('09 c. 466 § 
2) (2330) 

The "bushel tax'* is in lieu of all other taxes upon grain in elevators 
(Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, No. 666). The tax is measured by the annual busi- 
ness done in each elevator or warehouse and therefore is to be levied in as 
many elevators as the grain passes through (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, Nos. 666, 
667). A receiving house for a mill, wherein grain is stored j)reparatory to 
being ground into flour, is not an elevator or warehouse within the purview 
of the statute (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, Nos. 664, 666). 

76. How levied, paid and distributed — Such tax shall be levied, 
paid and collected, and distributed in the same manner as other 
taxes on personal property are levied, paid, collected and distributed 
in the county w^herein such elevator or warehouse is situated. ( '09 
c. 466 § 3) (2331) 

77. Refusal to list — Assessment — If any such person, firm or 
corporation fails or refuses to so make such list or statement at the 
time above provided, the assessor shall deliver a statement in writ- 
ing showing such failure or refusal to the county board of equaliza- 
tion of such county and thereupon the said county board of equaliza- 
tion shall place upon the assessment rolls such amount of such grain 
as to them may seem just and proper. ( '09 c. 466 § 4) (2332) 

DUTIES OF ASSESSORS ON FAILURE TO LIST 

78. Examination under oath — ^Whenever the assessor shall be of 
opinion that the person listing property for himself, or for any other 
person, company, or corporation, has not made a full, fair, and 
complete list thereof, he ma^^ examine such person under oath in 
regard to the amount of the property he is required to list; and, if 
such person shall refuse to make full discovery under oath, the 
assessor may list the property of such person or his principal ac- 
cording to his best judgment and information. (2022) 
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79. Owner absent or sick — 11 any person required to list prop- 
erty be sick or absent when the assessor calls for a list thereof, tha 
assessor shall leave at the office or usual place of residence or busi- 
ness of such person a written or printed notice requiring such per- 
son to make out and leave at a place, and on or before a day named 
therein, the statement or list required by this chapter. The date 
of leaving such notice, and the name of the person so required to 
list, shall be noted by the assessor in his assessment book. (2023) 

80. List by person sick or absent — ^If any person required to list 
property for taxation is prevented by sickness or absence from 
giving to the assessor such statement, such person or his agent hav- 
ing charge of such property may, at any time before the extension 
of taxes thereon by the county auditor, make and deliver a state- 
ment of the same as required by this chapter to the auditor, who 
shall make an entry thereof, and correct the corresponding items 
in the return made by the assessor, as the case may require; but 
no such statement shall be received from any person who refused 
or neglected to make oath to his statement when required by the 
assessor; nor from any person, unless he makes and files therewith 
an affidavit that he was absent from his town or district without 
design to avoid the listing of his property, or was prevented by 
sickness from giving to the assessor the required statement when 
called on for that purpose. (2033) 

81. Owner refusing to list — Oaths — ^When any person whose 
duty it is to list shall refuse or neglect to list personal property 
when called on by the assessor, or to take and subscribe the re- 
quired oath in regard to the truth of his statement, or any part 
thereof, the assessor shall enter opposite the name of such person 
in an appropriate column, the words ** Refused to list," or *' Refused 
to swear," as the case may be; and when any person whose duty it 
is to list is absent, or unable from sickness to list, the assessor shall 
enter opposite the name of such person, in an appropriate column, 
the word '* Absent" or '*Sick." The assessor may administer oaths 
to all persons who by this chapter are required to swear, or whom 
he may require to testify, and he may examine upon oath any 
person whom he may suppose to have knowledge of the. amount or 
value of the personal property of any person refusing to list or to 
verify his list of personal property. (2024) 

See note to following section. 

82. Pfi^lure to obtain list — In case of failure to obtain a state- 
ment of personal property, the assessor shall ascertain the amount 
and value of such property, and assess the same at such amount as 
he believes to be the true value thereof. When requested, he shall 
sign and deliver to the person assessed a copy of the statement show- 
ing the valuation of the property so listed. (2025) 

It is not a condition precedent to the right of the assessor to list th'at 
he first call on the owner and require him to list (56-24, 57-|-313). The 
statute embraces 'all cases of refusal, neglect or omission, fraudulent or 
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otherwise. The authority of the assessor to list is not affected by his fail- 
ure to enter on his return "refused to list," "refused to swear," or "ab- 
sent," or "sick" (15^295, 226; 39-*502, 40+835). In listing property the as- 
sessor must describe it with reasonable certainty (15-295, 226). He may 
assume that the interests of tenants in common are equal (39-502, 40-[-835). 

83. Assessor may enter dwellings, or other buildings— Any oflS- 
cer authorized by law to assess property for taxation may, when 
necessary to the proper performance of his duties, enter any dwel- 
ling honse, building, or- structure, and view the same and the prop- 
erty therein. (1992) 



REVIEW AND CORRECTION OF ASSESSMENTS 

84. Board of review — ^Duties — Complaints — The town board of 
each town, the assessor, clerk, and president of each village, and 
the assessor, clerk, and mayor of each city, except in cities whose 
charters provide for a board of equalization, and except as pro- 
vided in [G, S. 1913] § 2027 [section 85 of this code] shall be a board 
of review. Such board shall meet on the fourth Monday of June at 
the oflSce of the clerk to review the assessment of property in such 
town or 'district, and they shall immediately proceed to examine 
,and see that all taxable property in their town or district has been 
properly placed upon the list, and duly valued by the assessor. 
In case any property, real or personal, shall have been omitted, said 
board shall place it upon the list with its true value, and they shall 
correct the assessment sO that each tract or lot of real property, 
and each article, parcel, or class of personal property, shall be en- 
tered on the assessment list . at its true and full value* ; but no 
assessment of the property of any person shall be raised until he 
has been duly notified of the intent of the board so to do. On the 
application of any person feeling aggrieved, they shall review the 
assessment, and correct it as shall appear to them just. Any two of 
said ofiicers may act at such meeting, and may adjourn from day to 
day until they shall finish the hearing of all cases presented. The 
assessor shall attend, with his assessment books and papers, and 
note all changes and additions made by the board, and correct his 
work accordingly. All complaints of individuals, residents of the 
town or district, in reference to the assessment of personal property, 
shall be heard and decided by the town board ; but the complaints 
of non-residents in reference to the assessment of any property, real 
or personal, and of others in reference to any assessment made after 
the meeting of such board, shall be heard and determined by the 
county board of equalization. (2026) 

♦Note— Section 810, R. L. 1905, in so far as it provided that "all prop- 
erty shall be assessed at its true and full value in money" was repealed 
by section 29 of this code, which provides that all property subject to a 
general property tax shall be assessed not at true and full value but at 
certain percentages of true and full value. Section 84 should therefore 
be construed the same as if specifically amended to harmonize with section 
29. 
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It is the intention of the law that the assessor should complete his 
work before the meeting of the board and submit it to their review. If he 
has omitted property either real or personal, it is the duty of the board to 
list and assess it (43-328, 45-f606). The jurisdiction of the board is not 
limited -to property within their district but extends to all the personal 
property of persons residing therein wherever it may be situated, and they 
do not lose jurisdiction by listing and assessing property of a resident 
which he has given a situs elsewhere for purposes of business. Their 
action in such cases may be erroneous but it is not void and il is valid until 
set aside in an appropriate proceeding. They are required to examine the 
assessor's list returned to them and see that all property taxable in their 
town or district has been properly placed on the list and duly valued by 
the assessor; and they must themselves list and assess any property omitted 
by the assessor and raise or lower his assessments to the end of securing 
uniform and equal assessment of all property within the district (47-552, 
50-)-615). But they cannot raise the assessment of any person's property 
without notice to him. The limitation of the time within which the board 
shall act is merely directory. If, in raising an assessment, the board fol- 
lows the classification in the list made by the owner he cannot object 
(44-12, 46-]-143). Every taxpayer has a right to appear before the board for 
the purpose not only of correcting errors in the assessment of his own prop- 
erty, but also of correcting omissions of the property of others from the tax 
lists or its undervaluation (71-2«3, 73+970). The board has no jurisdiction 
to determine a controversy as to which of two places in the county is the 
proper one in which to list property (82-34, 844-636), and a writ of certio- 
rari will not lie to review the action of a board in refusing an application 
for the abatement of an assessment where the essence of the controversy 
is in which of two towns in the county property should be listed (84-374, 
87+925). 

85. Board of review in certain cities — ^In cities of the fourth 
class (except those whose charters provide for a board of equaliza- 
tion), which adopt the provisions of this section, the mayor, clerk, 
and aldermen shall be a board of review. Such board shall meet on 
the fourth Monday in June at the rooms where meetings of the 
common council are usually held, and shall perform the same duties 
and have the same powers as the board of review provided for in 
[G. S. 1913] § 2026 [section 84 of this code]. A majority of said 
officers shall constitute a quorum. The mayor and aldermen shall 
receive as compensation for such services three dollars for each 
day of actual service, for not more than three days in each year; 
Any city of the class mentioned may avail itself of the provisions of 
this section by resolution of its council accepting the provisions 
hereof, which resolution shall be adopted by a four-fifths vote of 
all the members of such council, and approved by the mayor. (2027) 

86. Notice of meeting — The assessor shall give at least ten days' 
posted notice of the time and place of the meeting of the board of 
review ; but the failure to give such notice or hold such meeting shall 
not vitiate any assessment, except as to the excess over the true 
and full value of the property. (2028) 

If a party appears before the board in response to a notice he cannot 
subsequently object to its sufficiency (44-12, 46-|-143). 

87. Assessor's return to auditor — The assessor shall foot each 
column in his assessment books, and make in each book, under 
proper headings, a tabular statement showing the footings of the 
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several columns upon each page. He shall also foot the total 
amounts of the several columns under the respective headings. On 
or before the first Monday of July he shall return to the county 
auditor his assessment books, and deliver therewith the lists and 
statements of all persons assessed, all of which shall be preserved 
in the ofiice of the auditor. Such return shall be verified by his 
afiidavit, substantially in the following form : 

State of Minnesota, 1 gg 
County of j * 

I, , assessor of , do solemnly swear 

that the book to which this is attached contains a correct and full 
list of all the real property (or personal property, as the case may 

be) subject to taxation in , so far as I have been 

able to ascertain the same, and that the assessed value set down in 
the proper column, opposite the several kinds and descriptions of 
property, is in each case the true and full value of such property, 
to the best of my knowledge and belief (where the assessment has 
been corrected by* the town board, /'except as corrected by the 
town board'O? and that the footings of the several columns in 
said book, and the tabular statement returned herewith, are cor- 
rect, as I verily believe. 



Assessor. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 

• •••••••••••••••••••••a -lty««»« 

1 

-• > 

Auditor of , County. 

(2029) 
On or before the first Monday in July the assessor is required to make 
his return to the county auditor (73-70, 75-|-754) and when he does so the 
property on His lists is "assessed" although the taxes are not (57-397, 59-1- 
484; 87-489, 92-|-336), and his authority terminates except to make correc- 
tions under the direction of the county auditor (43-328, 454-606; see 44-12, 
46-)-143). The return m'ade by the assessor is his official return of the 
value of the property listed (14-252, 185). The presumption is that the 
return is correct. It is an official record that can only be changed by 
authority of law <15-295, 226), and is prima facie evidence of the validity of 
the assessment (15-29i5, 22i6; see 12-395, 280). Failure of auditor to eign 
jurat to return not fatal. Sufficiency of assessor's list considered (94-397, 
103+11). 

88. Auditor's certificate to assessor — Upon the return of the 
assessment books, as provided for in section eight -hundred and 
fifty of the Revised Laws of Minnesota, one thousand nine hun- 
dred and five [section 87 of this code], the county auditor shall 
examine such assessment books, and if found in proper form, shall 
issue his certificate to the assessor, setting forth the fact that such 
books are conformable to the provisions of said Section. ( '07 c. 
87 § 1) (2030) 
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89. Assessor to file certificate — Compensation — The assessor 
shall file such certificate with the town clerk of his town, and no 
compensation shall be allowed such assess^or, by the town board, 
for his services until the proyisions of this act shall have been 
complied with. ( '07 c. 87 § 2) (2031) 

90. Borough board of equalization — Review of assessments — 
Powers and duties — Certificate — The borough council of every bor- 
ough in this state shall constitute and be a borough board of 
equalization and shall be sworn according to law as such board 
and meet in the council room of the borough on the first Monday 
of July of every year, for the purpose of reviewing the assessment 
of real and personal property within and for said borough, as the 
same is assessed and returned by the borough assessor, and shall 
alter, revise, amend and equalize said assessment as it deems just 
and proper. A majority of such board shall constitute a quorum 
to transact business. Such board of equalization is vested with 
and shall perform all the powers and duties which are or may be 
vested in or imposed upon either town or count}* boards of equaliza- 
tion under the general laws of the state so far as applicable, but 
shall not be restricted by any limitations in respect to reducing 
aggregate sums of real or personal property as returned by the as- 
sessor, and may raise the valuation of any real estate without no- 

, tice to the owner. Said board 6f equalization m^ sit from day 
to day or adjourn from time to time as it may deem proper, until 
it shall have completed the equalization of said assessment. It ' 
shall complete such equalization on or before the third Monday 
of July of each year, and shall have power to employ such clerk 
or clerks as may be necessary to complete the same within said 
time, and said assessment when so equalized shall be subject to 
review only by the state board of equalization. Every person ag- 
grieved by an assessment shall have the right to appear before such 
board and present his grievance for its consideration. When the 
assessment roll i^hall have been revised by the board of equaliza- 
tion and the proper corrections made therein, and on or before 
the third Monday of July, the same shall be returned to the county 
auditor of the county in which the borough is situated. After such 
equalization, the borough clerk shall attach to the assessment roll 
a certificate, duly signed by him, and attested by the borough seal, 
which may be substantially in the following form: 

*'I hereby certify that the assessments in the assessment roll 
to which this certificate is attached have been equalized by the 

board of equalization of the borough of 

(here insert 4;he name of borough) and appear therein as so equal- 
ized by such board. 

Borough Clerk." 

And such equalization shall require no further authentication. 

(Wc. 248 § 1) . (2032) 

Laws 1907 c. 248 § 2 repeals all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with 
' this section. ^ 
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91. Correction of books — Omitted property — The county audit- 
or shall carefully examine the assessment books returned to him, 
and, if any property has been omitted, he shall enter the same 
upon the proper list, and forthwith notify the assessor making such 
omission, who shall immediately ascertain the value thereof and 
correct his original return. In case of the inability or neglect 
of the assessor to perform this duty, the auditor shall ascertain 
the value of such property and make the necessary corrections. 
(2034) ' 

It is to be observed that this section has reference only, to omittfed 
property (see 43-328, 45+606; 77-190, 79-f829), but under section 92 of 
this code the auditor has authority to raise or lower the assessments of 
the assessor under certain conditions. Any taxpayer may compel the aud- 
it-or to enter upon the assessment books for taxation property which has 
been unlawfully omitted (62-183, 64+379, 29 L. R. A. 777; 71-283, 73+970; 
103-419, 424, 115-1-645, 1039). sThe auditor cannot assess omitted property 
by merely placing it on the tax list, but must enter it in the assessment 
book or roll in his office with its value and the name of the owner (87-489, 
9'2+336). The auditor has no authority to cancel taxes assessed on per- 
sonal property (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 221). The authority of the auditor 
to correct the assessment lists continues until final settlement with the 
treasurer (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 189). The presumption is that the 
auditor has discharged his duties under this section (12r395, 280). Where 
the assessor and the auditor made an assessment of the same land under 
different descriptions a .payment by the owner under the assessment of the 
assessor was held a defence to a sale under the assessment of the auditor 
(33-366, 23+543). 



92. Correcting false lists a-nd returns — If the auditor has rea-' 
son to believe or is informed that any person has given to the as- 
sessor a false statement of his personal property, or sthat the as- 
sessor has not returned the full amount of all property required to 
be listed in his town or district, or has omitted or made an er- 
roneous return of any property subject to taxation, he shall pro- 
ceed, at any time before the final settlement with the county treas- 
urer, to correct the return of the assessor, and to charge the own- 
ers of such property on the tax lists w4th the proper amount of 
taxes. For such purpose he may issue compulsory process, and 
require the attendance of any person whom he may suppose to 
have a knowledge of the property or its value, and may examine 
such person on oath in relation to such statement or return. In 
all such cases, before making the entry on the tax list, he shall 
notify the person required to list, that he may have an opportunity 
to show that his statement or the return of the assessor is correct; 
and he shall file in his offiee a statement of the facts or evidence 
upon which he made such corrections. In no case shall the audit- 
or reduce the amount returned by the assessor without the written 
consent of the state auditor, on a statement of the case submitted 
by the county auditor or the party aggrieved. (2035) 

See note to preceding section. 
Cited (103-419, 115+645, 1039). 
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93. Omitted property — Uncollected taxes — If any real or per- 
sonal property be omitted in the assessment of any year or years, 
and the property thereby escape taxation, when snch omission is 
discovered the county auditor shall enter snch property on the as- 
sessment and tax books for the year or years omitted; and he shall 
assess the property, and extend against the same on the tax list 
for the current year all arrearage of taxes properly accruing 
against it, including therein, in the case of i)ersonal property taxes, 
interest thereon at the rate of seven per cent per annum from 
the time such taxes would have become delinquent, when the omis- 
sion was caused by the failure of the owner to list the same. If any 
tax on any property liable to taxation is prevented from being 
collected for any year or years by reason of any erroneous pro- 
ceedings or other cause, the amount of sueh tax which such prop- 
erty should have paid shall be added to the tax on such property 
for the current year. (1980) 

1. Liability for taxes unaffected by omission — For the purposes of tax- 
ation the hand of the state is always on all property within its jurisdiction 
(62-18, 63-)-1117). Every piece of property not exempted owes to the state 
its proportionate share of the amount necessary to be raised by. taxation 
for the expenses of the government. Although for any cause the propor- 
tionate share for any one year may not be enforced, or even ascertained,, 
the debt remains and it may be ascertained and enforced in any subse- 
quent year; and the owner cannot object to any particular mode adopted 
by the state for ascertaining such share and enforcing payment of It unless 
such mode operates unequally (31-256, 17-f-473). The taxing power, when 
acting within its legitimate sphere, is one which knows no stopping place 
until it has accomplished the purpose for which it exists, namely, the actual 
enforcement and collection from every lawful object of taxation of its pro- 
portionate share of the public burdens, and, if prevented by any obstacles, 
it may return again and again until, the way being clear, the lax is col- 
lected (40-512, 41+465, 42+473). 

2. Statute constitutional — The statute as it appears in G. S. 1894 § 1631 
was held constitutional except as to penalties and interest (40-513, 41-4-465, 
42+473, affirmed 159 U. S. 526. 16 Sup. Ct. 83, 40 L. Ed. 247; see 68-363,' 71+ 
265; 72-519, 75+718, affirmed 176 U. S. 550, 20 Sup. Ct. 485, 44 U Ed. 583). 

3. Statute retroactive— Construed liberally — 62-518, 65+80. 

4. Taxes assessed but not placed on delinquent list — Taxes for sjeveral 
years, regularly assessed and delinquent, but omitted from the delinquent 
list filed with the clerk, may be included in such list for any subsequent 
year (38-397, 37+949). Such omitted taxes bear interest at twelve .per cent. 
(See section 216 of this code.) 

5. Lands omitted from tax books altogether — Lands not taxed in any 
year or years because it was supposed that they were not taxable may be 
placed on the tax lists under this statute (33-537, 24+313). 

6. Balance due on undervalued property — The last clause of the stat- 
ute authorizes the collection of the balance due on undervalued property 
^68-353, 364, 71+265). 

7. Effect of death of owner of personal property-^-Personal property in 
the hands of heirs or personal representatives cannot be assessed under 
this statute for taxes which should have been assessed against the decedent 
(90-120, 95+1115). 

8. Assessment as of what time — The auditor must assess the property 
not as of the time of the assessment but as of the time when it ought to 
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have been originally placed on the tax lists. He must adopt such m^ans 
for ascertaining such value as are reasonably within his reach and exercise 
his best judgment thereon (40-512, 41+465, 42+473). 

9. Interest— The provision of G. S. 1894 § 1631 authorizing interest on 
omitted taxes from the time they would have been delinquent if placed on 
the lists was unconstitutional (40-512, 41+465, 42+473; see section 215 of 
this code). 

10. Penalties — Penalties cannot be collected for the non-payment of 
taxes not placed on the tax lists and which the owner had no opportunity 
to pay (39-380, 40+166; 40-512, 41+465, 42^ 473); otherwise if he had such 
opportunity (75-448, 78+14; see 91-527, 99+42), 

11. Statute of limitations — The state cannot collect omitted taxes 
against which the statute of limitations has run (40-512, 41+465, 42+473; 
51-201, 53+629; 57-203, 58+990; 59-424, 61+458; 75-448, 78+14; see 38-397, 
37+949; 39-380, 40+1616; 42-181, 43+lli52). The statute begins to run from 
the expiration of the time allowed for the filing of the delinquent list with 
the clerk (75-448, 78+14). Where the proceedings are judicially determined 
to be void the right to institute new proceedings is not barred by the lapse 
of time between the institution of the original proceedings and the judicial 
determination of their invalidity (70-286, 73+164; see 79-131, 81+763). Un- 
der the present law there is no limitation on the time within which the state 
may enforce taxes on omitted property (see following section). 



94. Right to assess and collect — ^No limitation — The right to 
assess property omitted in any y^ar, or to reassess taxes upon prop- 
erty prevented from being collected in any year, either as^author- 
ized and directed by this chapter or otherwise, shall not be defeat- 
ed by reason of any limitation contained in any statute of this 
state ; but, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, there shall 
be no limitation of time upon the right of the state to provide for 
and enforce the assessment and collection of taxes upon all prop- 
erty subject to taxation. (2187) 

T^his section abrogated the statute of limitations as to the right of the 
state to enforce the assessment and collection of taxes upon all property 
within the state subject to taxation, including the property of express com- 
panies, and applies to gross earnings taxes. The section is not a mere 
re-enactment of 1902 c. 2 § 82, which by the title of the act concerned only 
real estate (114-346, 131+489, 37 L. R. A. [N. S.] 1127). 

Prior to 1902 c. 2 § 82 there was a limitation of six vears (40-512, 41-i- 
465, 42+473; 51-201, 53+629; 57-203, 58+990; 59-424, 61-^457; 75-448, 78+ 
14). But it was held that the limitation did not begin to run until the ex- 
piration of the time allowed for the filing of the delinquent list with the 
clerk (75-448, 78+14), and that where the proceedings were judicially de- 
termined to be void the right to institute new proceedings was not barred 
by the lapse of time between the institution of the original proceedings and 
the judicial determination of their invalidity (70-286, 73+164. See 79-131, 
81+763). 

1902 c. 2 § 82 applied to taxes delinquent at its passage, as to which 
the limitation had not then run. The state was not estopped to enforce 
collection of taxes by the fact that, when appellants purchased the land 
upon which they were assessed, there was an. erroneous entry on the list 
in the auditor's office that the taxes had been paid, nor by the fact that the 
auditor indorsed on their deed a statement that the taxes were paid (104- 
408, 116+826). j 
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95. Neglect by auditor or assessor — Penalty — Every county 
auditor and every town or district assessor who in any case refuses 
or knowingly neglects to perform any duty enjoined on him by 
this chapter, or who consents to or connives at any evasion of its 
provisions whereby any proceeding required by this chapter is 
prevented or hindered, or whereby any property required to be 
listed for taxation is unlawfully exempted, or entered on the tax 
list at less than its true value, shall, for every such neglect, refusal, 
consent, or connivance, forfeit and pay to the state not less than 
two hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, to be 
riecovered in any court of competent jurisdiction. (1993) 



96. Oovemor may suspend or remove — The governor may re- 
move from office any officer charged with duties under this chap- 
ter when it is made to appear to him by competent evidence that 
such officer has been guilty of malfeasance or nonfeasance in the 
performance of his official duties; first giving to such officer a 
copy of the charges against him, and an opportunity to be heard 
in his defence. He may suspend any such officer against whom 
such charges have been preferred pending his investigation there- 
of, when, in his. opinion, the public interest may require. The 
provisions of law applicable to the removal from office of a county 
auditor in force at the time when such charges are preferred shall 
apply to and govern removals from office under this section. 
(2210) 

Ops. Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 221. 



97. Prosecution of assessors and other revenue officers — [The 
attorney general] shall cause to be prosecuted all assessors and other 
officials for such delinquencies in connection with revenue laws 
as may come to his knowledge ; also all bonds of officers ai;id others 
upon which any liabilitv to the state has accrued. * * *' ('05 
c. 227 § 3) (102) 



98. False statement regarding taxes — Every person who, in 
making any statement, oral or written, which is required or author- 
ized by law to be made as a basis of imposing or reducing any 
tax or assessment, who shall wilfully mak;e any statement as to any 
material matter which he knows to be false, shall be guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor. (8818) 

The above section refers to statements not made under oath. If any 
material matter in a statement is made under oatji and such statement is 
authorized by law to be made under oath and is wilfully false, the person 
making the same is guilty of perjury and is punishable by imprisonment 
in the state's prison for not less than one nor more than five years (G. S. 
1913 §§ 8559, 8565). A gross misdemeanor is punishable by imprisonment 
in the county jail for not more than one year, or by a fine of not more than 
one thousand dollars (G. S. 1913 § 8483). 
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EQUALIZATION OF ASSESSMENTS 

99. County board of equalization — The county commissioners, 
or a majority of them, with the countj' auditor, or, if he cannot 
be present, the deputy county auditor, or, if there be no such 
deputy, the clerk of the district court, shall form a board for the 
equalization of the assessment of the property of the county. The 
board shall meet annually, on the third Monday in July, at the 
office of the auditor; and, each member having taken an oath fair- 
ly and impartially to perform his duties as such, they shall ex- 
amine and compare the returns .of the assessment of property of 
the several towns or districts, and equalize the same, so that each 
tract or lot of real property, and each article or class of personal 
property, shall be entered on the assessment list at its true and full 
value, subject to tho following rules : 

1. Real property — ^When to be raised — They shall raise the 
valuation of each tract or lot of real property which, in their 
opinion, is returned below its true and full value, to such sum as 
they believe to be the true and full value thereof; first giving no- 
tice of their intention so to do to the person in whose name it is 
assessed, if a resident of the county, which notice shall fix a time 
and place when and where a hearing will be had. 

2. "When to be reduced — Thev shall reduce the valuation of 
each tract or lot which, in their opinion, is returned above its true 
and full value, to such sum as they believe to be the true and full 
value thereof. 

3. Personal property — ^When to be raised — They shall raise the 
valuation of each class of personal property which, in their opinion, 
is returned below its true and full value, to such sum as they be- 
lieve to be the true and full value thereof; and they shall raise 
the aggregate value of the personal property of individuals, firms, 
or corporations, whenever they believe that such aggregate valua- 
tion, as returned, is less than the true value of the taxable per- 
sonal property possessed by such individuals, firms, or corporations, 
to such sum as they believe was the true and full value thereof; 
first giving notice to such persons of their intention so to do, which 
notice shall fix a time and' place when and where a hearing will be 
had. 

4. When to be reduced — They shall reduce the valuation of 
each class of personal property enumerated in [R. L.] § 835*, 
which, in their opinion, is returned above its true and full value 
to such sum as they believe to be the true and full value thereof; 
and upon complaint of any party aggrieved, being a nonresident 
of the town or district in which his property is assessed, they shall 
reduce the aggregate valuation of the personal property of such 
individual, or of any class of personal property for which he is 
assessed, which in their opinion has been assessed at too large a 
sum, to such sum as they believe Avas the true and full value of his 
personal property or such class. 
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5. Aggregate not to be reduced — They shall not reduce the ag- 
gregate value of the real property or the aggregate value of the 
personal property of their county below the aggregate value there- 
of as returned by the assessors, with the additions made thereto 
by the auditor as in this chapter hereinbefore required; but they 
may raise the aggregate valuation of such real property, and of 
each class of personal property of said county, -or of any town or 
district thereof, whenever they believe the same is below the true 
and full value of said property, or class of property, to such ag- 
gregate amount as thev believe to be the true and full value there- 
of. (2041) 

♦Note — The list of items of personal property enumerated in R. L. § 
835 has been changed and expanded by the tax commission pursuant to 
the power vested in it by section 39 of this code. The list prepared by the 
commission will be found at the end of this code. 

Note— Section 810, R. L. 1905, providing that "all pr(H)erty shall be 
assessed at its true and full value in money" was repealed by section 29 
of this code. By the terms of this law all property subject to a general 
property tax is now assessed at certain percentages of "true and full 
value" and should be equalized accordingly. Section 99 should be construed 
the same as if specifically amended to harmonize with section 29. 

The authority of the board is purely statutory and any material depar- 
ture from the statutory requirements vitiates its action. The board has no 
authority to make an original assessment or listing of property. It cannot 
place omitted property on the tax books. Its duties are restricted to the 
review and equalization of assessments already made (85-406, 89-|-173; Ops. 
Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 188; 1904, No. 112). It has no authority to abate or 
cancel taxes or to strike property from the tax books (57-212, 58+864; 66- 
304, 69-1-25; see Ops. Atty. Oen. 1898, No. 141; 1904, No. 112). It may raise 
the valuation of real property in the aggregate without specifying on what 
particular class or item the raise is based. For example, if the assessor 
of a certain township has greatly undervalued the property of his district 
so that it is not valued on the same basis as other property in the county, 
the board may raise his entire assessment by a certain percentum (Ops. 
Atty. Gen. 1898, No. 136). It may raise the assessment of all "tracts" of 
farm lands lying in a given area, but a resolution that the valuation of 
*'broad acres" in a given area shall be raised is ineffectual because the 
term is unknown in our taxing system (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1894, No. 192). It 
may consider separately lands and the improvements thereon and is not 
required to raise or lower by an equal rate' the value of both lands and 
improvements (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1904, No. 118). It may increase an assess- 
ment on its own knowledge and without the introduction of evidence or an 
examination of the property (76-96, 78^-1032, 57 L. R. A. 63). -Under the 
statute of 1856 the failure of the board to examine and equalize the assess- 
ment rolls rendered the assessment void (7-267, 207), but the rule is now 
otherwise, at least, in the absence of a showing of prejudice ('50-204, 62-\- 
523; 103-419, 422, 1154-645). Whether on application for judgment a tax- 
payer can interpose the defence that his land is unfairly, unequally or par- 
tially assessed without having first made application for relief to the board 
of equalization is an open question (71 -283, 73-]-970). Notice of application 
by a taxjpayer to the board for relief is not necessary (82-34, 84-|-636). 
Any taxpayer may appear before the board for the purpose not only of cor- 
recting errors in the assessment of his own property, but also of correcting 
omissions of the property of others from the tax lists, or its undervalua- 
tion (71-283, 734-970; 103-419, 422, 115-^645). After the adjournment of 
the board the county commissioners have no authority to reduce an as- 
sessment and they have no authority to do so at any time except when 
sitting as a board of equalization (66-304, 69-|-25). The county commis- 
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sioners have no authority over the assessment or equalization of taxes. 
The board of equalization, though composed in part of county commis- 
sioners, acts independently, and is governed in the performance of its 
duties by the provisions of the statutes relating to the specific subject, 
and is in no measure affected or controlled by the statutes prescribing the 
duties of county commissioners. The term "county board" in G. S. 1894, 
§ 1'522, means the county board of equalization and not the board of county 
commissioners (82-34, 84-|-636). The action of the city and state boards of 
equalization is designed to secure a just demand on the part of the city to 
be collected by proceedings judicial in their nature. The provisions with 
reference thereto, and especially with reference to notice of meetings, are 
directory, and not mandatory (108-419, 11-5+645, 1039). 

Certain cities and villages, having adopted home rule charters under 
§ 36, article 4 of the state constitution, have provided for local boards of 
equalization whose return is to be made at a time other than that pre- 
scribed by general law, and too late to be submitted to the county board 
of equalization for review. In so far as the provisions' of said charters 
conflict with the general law, they are unconstitutional; and the county 
boards of equalization may equalize such assessments. 94-45 not in point. 
(Ops. Atty. Gen. 1910, Aug. 11). 

County board of equalization is not authorized to strike property from 
assessment list returned by assessor (Ops. Atty. Gen. 1904, No. 112). 

Subd. 2. To render available as a defense in proceedings to obtain 
judgment for taxes for the succeeding year, the claim that the valuation 
was unfair and unequal because subsequent to the original assessment and 
prior to the 1st of May the following year timber had been removed, re- 
ducing the value of the land, it must appear, the original assessment being 
fair, that the facts were presented to the board and application made for a 
readjustment of the assessment. The board would have power and it 
would be its duty to hear and act on such application (96-392, 105-|-276). 

Subd. 3. The Minneapolis board, which is vested with the powers of 
county boards of equalization, has power to amend the assessment roll 
by adding taxable property not included in the assessor's list (103-419, 
115-f64"5, 1039). 

100. Length of session — Record — The county board of equaliza- 
tion may continue in session and adjourn from time to time during 
four weeks, commencing on the said third Monday of July; but 
after final adjournment the board shall not change the assessed 
valuation of the property of any person or reduce the aggregate 
amount of the assessed valuation of the taxable property of the 
county. The auditor shall keep an accurate record of the proceed-, 
ings and orders of said board, which record shall be published in 
the same manner as other proceedings of county commissioners, 
and a copy of such published record shall be transmitted to the 
state auditor, with the abstract of assessment in this chapter here- 
inafter required. (2042) 

Under 1874 c. 1 § 69, the board could not adjourn from time to time 
(2i2-a56), but it may under the present law (43-328, 45-)-606). The proceed- 
ings of the board can only be proved by the official record kept by the 
auditor and this cannot be impeached collaterally by oral evidence (85-406, 
89-1-173). The record need not show that the commissioners qualified by 
taking an oath. After the final adjournment of the board no one has au- 
thority to alter its records (22-3'56). 
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101. Compensation of board — The county conimissioners, while 
performing their duties as members of the board of equalization, 
shall each receive three dollars per day, and ten cents for each 
mile necessarily traveled in attending the meetings of such board, 
while going and returning; but no commissioner, while acting on 
such board, shall receive pay for more than ten days, or mileage 
for more than one session: Provided, that this section shall not 
apply to counties which have more than one hundred and fifty 
thousand inhabitants. (2043) 



102. Corrected lists — ^Abstract to state auditor — The county 
auditor shall calculate the changes of the assessment lists deter- 
mined by the county board of equalization, and make corrections 
accordingly in the real or personal lists, or both, as the case may 
be. He shall make duplicate abstracts of the same, one of which 
he shall file in his office, and one he shall forward to the state 
auditor on or before the fourth Monday of August. (2044) 

Must also furnish abstract to tax commission. See section 9, subd. 8 
of this code. 

103. State board of equalization — ^Duties — [The Minnesota tax 
commission] shall examine and compare the returns of the assess- 
ment of the property in the several counties, and equalize the same, 
so that all the taxable property in the state shall be assessed at its 
true and full value, subject to the following rules : 

1. They shall add to the aggregate valuation of the real prop- 
erty of every county, which they believe to be valued below its 
true and full value in money, such per cent as will bring the same 
to its true and full value in money. 

2. They shall deduct from the aggregate valuation of the real 
property of every county, which they believe to be valued above 
its true and full value in money, such per cent as will reduce the 
same to its true and full value in money. 

3. If they believe that the valuation of the real property of 
any town or district in any county, or of the real property of any 
county not in towns, villages, or cities, should be raised or reduced 
without raising or reducing the other real property of such coun- 
ty, or without raising or reducing it in the same ratio, they may 
add to or take from the valuation of any one or more of such 
towns, villages, or cities, or of the property not in towns, villages, 
or cities, such per cent as they believe will raise or reduce the 
same to its true and full value in money. 

4. They shall add to the aggregate valuation of any class of 
personal property of any county, town, village, or city, which they 
believe to be valued below the true and full value thereof, such 
per cent as will raise the same to its true and full value in money. 

5. They shall take from the aggregate valuation of any class 
of personal property in any county, town, village, or city, which 
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they believe to be valued above \the true and full value thereof, 
such per cent as will reduce the same to its true and full value 
in money. 

6. They shall not reduce the aggregate valuation of all the 
property of the state as returned by the several county auditors 
more than one per cent on the whole valuation thereof. 

7. When, in their opiijion, it would be of assistance in equaliz- 
ing values, the board may require any county auditor to furnish 
statements showing assessments of real and personal property of 
any individuals, firms, or corporations within the county. The 
board shall consider and equalize such assessments, and may in- 
crease the assessment of individuals, firms, or corporations above 
the amount returned hf the county board of equalization, when it 
shall appear to be undervalued, first giving notice to such per- 
sons of their intention so to do, which notice shall fix a time and 
place of hearing. But the state board shall not cfeerease any such 
assessment below the valuation placed by the county board. 
(2045) 

In addition to the .powers above enumerated (formerly exercised by the 
state board of equalization) the tax commission also has power "to raise 
or lower the assessed valuation of any real or personal property, including 
the power to raise or lower the assessed valuation of the real or personal 
property of any individual, copartnership, company, association or corpora- 
tion" (Laws 1909 c. 294, § 5, section 9, subd. 12 of this code). 

Section 810, R. L. 1905, in so far as it provided that "all property shall 
be assessed at its true and full value in money" was repealed by section 
29 of this code. By the terms of this law all property subject to a general 
property tax is now assessed at certain percentages of "true and full value" 
and sliould be equalized accordingly. Section 103 should be construed 
the same as if specifically amended to harmonize with section 29. 

See 96-392, 105+276, cited under section 99 of this code. 

104. Record of proceedings changing assessed valuation — ^Duty 
of county auditor — A record of all proceedings of the Minnesota 
tax commission affecting any change in the assessed valuation of 
any property, as revised by the state board of equalization, shall 
be kept by the secretary of the commission and a copy thereof duly 
certified shall be mailed to the county auditor of each county 
wherein such property is situated. Which record shall specify the 
amounts or amount, or both, added to or deducted from the valua- 
tion of the real property of each of the several towns, villages and 
cities, and of the real property not in towns, villages or cities, also 
the per cent or amount of both, added to or deducted from the 
several classes of personal property in each of the towns, villages 
and cities, and also the amount added to or deducted from the 
assessments of individuals, co-partnerships, associations or corpora- 
tions. The county auditor shall add to or deduct from such tract 
or lot or portion thereof, of any real property in his county the 
required per cent or amount, or both, on the valuation thereof as 
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it stood after equalized by the county board, adding in each case 
a fractional sum of fifty cents or more, and deducting in each case 
any fractional sum of less than fifty cents, so that no valuation 
of any. separate tract or lot shall contain any fraction of a dol- 
lar ; and shall also add to or deduct from the several clashes of per- 
sonal property in his county the required per cent or amount, or 
both, on the valuation thereof as it stood after equalized by the 
county board, adding or deducting in manner aforesaid, any frac- 
tional sum, so that no valuation of any separate class of personal 
property shall contain a fraction of a dollar, and shall also add to 
or deduct from assessments of individuals, co-partnerships, asso- 
ciations or corporations, as they stood after equalization by the 
county board, the required amounts to agree with the assessments 
as returned by the Minnesota tax commission. (^07 c. 408 § 13) 
(2345) 
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Abatements, application for, to tax commission 44 

Abbreviations in tax proceedings 41 

Academies, exempt , 33, 37 

Accounting officers, listing personal property 55, 56 

Administrators and Executors, listing estates of decedents 55,56 

Agents, listing personal property 55, 56 

Annuities, when income to be taxed 39 

Assessment, see also Listing, Reassessment 

arbitrary, of money and credits 22, 67 

as of May 1 y 10, 52 

books, correction 75 

> . county auditor to furnish 50 

presumption of legality 41 

case of doubt, platted or unplatted property 12 

correction by boards of review 23, 71 

equitable owners, property held under lease 54 

essentials of a good assessment •. 5 

exempt property r 7, 54 

mineral and other lands ' 54 

omitted or undervalued property 24, 43, 46, 47, 71, 75-77 

by board of review 71 

tax commission to appoint special assessor 43, 46 

omitted property, nonresident 71 

county board of equalization 71 

on "information and belief" 22 

personal property, assessor to state number of school district 60 

property not assessed by local assessor 51 

real property > 10, 52-54 

return to auditor r 73-75 

time of 10, 51, 52 

valuation of property 53 

by assessor 5, 11, 13, 14, 56 



Assessment Laws 33-84 

table of contents 30-32 

Assessment Roiis 

county auditor to provide 50 

delivered to assessor, when 50 

omitted property placed on 43 

Assessors, see also Assessment, Listing, Special Assessors 

administering oaths 70 

auditor's certificate on assessment books 73 

filing 74 

board of review 

attendance at meetings 24, 71 

member of city and village boards 71 

notice of meeting 72 

bond 49 

books and blanks to be delivered to, when 50 
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Assessors (continued) 

compensation, not to receive until filing of auditor's certificate of cor- 
rectness of assessment books 74 

conference with county auditor j 50 

deputies, bond and oath ^ 49 

duties .■ 51 

neglect of ^ • 42, 78 

election 48 

entering dwelling houses and other buildings 71 

examination under oath 69 

failure to obtain list 70 

false lists and returns 75 

importance of office 5 

instructions from tax commission 42 

justice and equality of assessment depend upon 5 

meetings 42, 50 

member of city and village boards of review 71 

neglect of duty 42,78 

notice of meeting of board of review 72 

to taxpayer 70 

oath • 49 

owner refusing to list 70 

return ttf auditor 72, 73 

school district, to state number when assessing personal property 60 

should study tax laws 6 

tax commission, supervision 42 

term of office • 48 

town assessors 48,49 

valuation of items on personal property lists 14, 56 

village assessors '. 48 

Assignees, listing personal property 59 

Attorney General 

construction of tax laws 

prosecution of assessors and other revenue officers *. 



Automobiles, listing 

Bank Deposits, assessed as money. 



Banks 

dividends, retention for payment of tax on shares., 
incorporated 

stock, listing 

banks to pay taxes on 

lien on 

stockholders, list of , . . . . 

real estate 

shares, taxed as personal property 

trust companies receiving deposits subject to check, 
without stock 
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Basis of Valuation, see Valuation. 

Blanks and Forms, prescribed by tax commission 44, 56, 66 

listing blank for personal property 15-17 

listing blank for money and credits 20, 21 

Boards of Equalization, see Borough Board of Equalization, County Board 
of Equalization and State Board of Equalization. 
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Boards of Review 

borough board of equalization 74 

composition 23, 71 

duties and powers 23, 24, 71 

importance, of work 23 

in certain cities 72 

meetings 23, 24, 71 

attendance of assessor ' 24, 71 

notice 24, 72 

time 23, 24, 71 

omitted property 24, 71 

quorum 24,71 

tax commission, supervision over 42 

Boats and Vessels 

listing 59 

navigating international waters, tonnage tax 52 

personal property for purposes of taxation 39 

Bonds, municipal and state, exempt .* 38 

Bonds and Stocks 19, 39, 57 

Borough Board of Equalization..' 74 

Bridge Companies, personal property of 39, 59 

Brokers, listing personal property *. 62 

Building and Loan Associations, listing real and personal property 61 

Buildings, see Structures and Improvements. 

Burying Grounds, Public, exempt 33, 36 

Bushel Tax 22, 23, 69 

Cemeteries, see Burying Grounds. 

Certificates of Indebtedness, state and municipal, exempt 38 

Charitable Institutions, exempt 33,37 

Children, see Minors. 

Churches, Church Property and Houses of Worship, exempt 33,37 

Cities 

boards of review 23, 71 

bonds, exempt ' ^. 38 

fourth class, board of review 72 

Classification Law (see also Valuation) 9, 10, 53 

must be enforced 24 

Coal, taxation of interests in separate .from lands 54 

Collection 

omitted property 76 

right to collect not limited 77 

« 

Colleges and Universities, exempt 33, 37 

Complaints 

to board of review 24, 71, 74 

to county board, by nonresidents 24, 71 

to tax commission 43 

Conduits, as personal property 39 

Consignees, listing personal property 56 
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Constitutional Provisions relating to taxation ^. . . . 33, 34 

Contracts, lands sold under 54 

CdTrporations (see also Banks, Express Companies, Freight Line Companies, 
Insurance Companies, Railroads, Sleeping Car Companies, Tele- 
graph Companies, Telephone Companies, Trust Companies) 

capital stock, assessed as personal property 39 

listing for taxation 19, 55, 57, GO 

"corporate excess" 19 

foreign, stock as personal property 39 

franchises 19, 57 

listing of property in general. . .' €0-64 

tax commission, information to 42 

Counties, bonds exempt 38 

County Auditor 

abstract of real and, personal property 43, S2 

assessment books and blanks, to furnish 50 

correction of . . '. 75 

assessors, approval of bond 49 

bond filed with 49 

certificate *. •. 73,74 

meetings 50 

return from 52, 71 

county board of equalization 

as member of 79 

corrected lists, transmitting to state auditor 82 

filing 82 

proceedings filed with tax commission 43 

to keep records 81 

false lists or returns of personal property, correcting 75 

money and credits 68 

mortgages, list 50 

neglect of duty as to taxes 78 

omitted property, listing 75 

reassessments 47 

record of change in assessed valuation, by tax commission 83, 84 

reduction of taxation 75 

supervisor of assessments, report of filed with auditor 48 

County Board of Equalization 

assessment of grain in elevators 69 

compensation ^ 82 

corrected lists, abstract to state auditor • 82 

to tax commission 43 

length of session 81 

organization 79-81 

personal property, determine place for listing in certain cases of doubt. 60 

powers, duties 79-81 

proceedings to be filed with tax commission 43 

raise and lower valuation of property 79 

tax commission, general supervision over. 42 

County Supervisor of Assessments, appointment, powers, duties 48 

Credits (see also Money and Credits) 

deduction tor debts not allowed 20, 65 

definition ^. ; * 40 

personal property 39 

Crops 54 

Deceased Persons, estates of, listing 55, 56, 59 
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Definition of Terms 39, 40 

Deputy Assessors 49 

District, definition 40 

Ditto Marks, use of 41 

Domicile, changre of, in assessing money and credits 67 

Drainage Ditches, deduction of land used for 54 

Dwelling Houses, entry by assessor 71 

Easements, real property 38 

Electric Power Companies, personal property of 39 

Elevators and Warehouses 

grain in 22, 69 

other personal property in 23 

on railroad right of way, assessed as personal property 9,39,58 

Engines, Boilers and Machinery, listing 18,56 

Equalization of Assessments 79-84 

Errors in descriptions, correction by assessor 11 

Examination Under Oath 69 

Executors and Administrators, listing 55,56,59 

Exemptions 7, 8, 33, 36, 37, 38 

doubtful cases 7 

exempt real property must be listed and assessed 13, 54 

laws strictly construed 7,37 

personal property, $100 exemption not to be made, by assessor 8, 37 

Express Companies 

listing personal property 58 

taxation 51 

False Statements regarding taxes, punishment 17, 78 

Farm Property of Nonresident.... 58 

fixtures 

as real property 18, 38, 56 

in elevators and warehouses 58 

Foreign Corporations, stock taxed as personal property 39 

Fossils 38 

Franchises • 19,57 

Freight Line Companies 51 

Furniture of hotels and rooming houses 19 

Gas, listing by gas companies 9, 59 

separate taxation of gas interests from land 54 

Governor, suspension or removal of delinquent officers 78 

Grain, in elevators and warehouses. 22, 23, 69 

Gravel Roads, listing 59 

Guardians, listing personal property 55, 59 

Head of Family 8, 33, 37 

Hearings before tax commission 43 
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Horses and Cattle, listing 18 

Hospitals, Public, exempt 33,37 

lmpr*ovements, see Structures and Improvements. 
Infants, see Minors. 

Insane Persons, listing property of 55 

Insurance Companies, taxation 52 

Iron Ore, see Mines and Minerals. 

Lands Sold Under Contract • 54 

Leases, 

assessment of taxes on property held under 54 

valuation of leasehold for taxation 54 

Legality presumed 41 

Lien, bank stock 64 

logs and lumber 58 

Limitation of Actions, assessment or collection of taxes 77 

Listing, see also Assessment and titles of various kinds of personal prop- 
erty and of persons required to list same. 

blanks prepared by tax commission 44, 56, 66 

by person sick or absent 70 

classification of property 9, 10, 53 

complete, essential to a good assessment 5 

exempt property 7, 8, 13, 37, 38, 54 

forms for 15-17, 20-21, 44,56,66 

money and credits 20, 21, 66 

mortgages, duty of register of deeds 50 

omitted property 24, 43, 71, 75, 76 

personal property 

absence or sickness of owner 70 

alphabetical list of names 50 

assessor to make list, when 13, 14, 69 

blanks for listing 15-17, 18, 19, 44, 56 

by whom listed , 55 

classification 14, 15-17, 53 

by tax commission 56 

examination Hnder oath 69 

failure to list, duty of assessor 13, 69 

to obtain list 13,70 

false lists, correction 75 

form and contents of lists 15-17, 44, 56 

items 

assessor to value 13, 14, 56 

doubt as to proper item 17 

under present listing blank ^ 15-17 

oaths : 17,70 

persons who may list 55, 56 

place of listing 57, 58, 59 

doubt as to place, determination 60 

property moved between May 1 and July 1 59, 60 

refusal to list 13, 69, 70 

return to auditor &2, 71 

true and full value to be entered on lists 14, 53 

valuation by assessor 5, 13, 14, 56 

verification of lists 17, 51, 56 

presumption of legality 41 
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Listing (continued) • 

real property 9-13, 52-54 

assessment books and blanks 11, 12, 50 

assessor must view 11,50 

descriptions • 10, 11, 50 

exempt must be listed 13, 54 

land and structures to be valued separately 11, 50, 54 

lessees and equitable owners 54 

lists for 11, 50 

odd-numbered years 10, 50 

. platted 9, 12, 53 

structures and improvements 8, 9, 11. 12. 39. 52 

unplatted 9, 12, 53 

uncollected taxes 76, 77 

when and as of what date 10, 50t-52 

Logs and Lumber, listing 19, 57 

Lot, definition • 40 

l^anual of Instructions to Assessors 5-25 

table of contents 3 

i^anufacturers 

defined 40 

listing of property of for taxation 55, 56 

personal property 56-^8 

Merchandise, listing 19 

Merchants 

defined 40 

listing 56,57 

Mines and Minerals 

as real property 8, 38 

assessment of mineral reservations 54 

valuat ion of land containing iron ore 10, 13, 53 

Minnesota Tax Commission, see Tax Commission. 

Minors 

* listing of property of for taxation 55, 56 

under guardianship, listing personal property 59 

^ Money, see also Money and Credits 

defined 39 

Money and Credits 

amounts assessable 67 

apportionment 68 

arbitrary assessment 22, 67 

assessment books, contents ^ 68 

blank lists ." 20, 21, 66 

change of domicile 67 

collection 68 

county auditor to compute taxes 68 

deduction for debts not allowed 20, 65 

definitions 20, 39, 40, 64, 65 

duties of assessor and auditor 67, 68 

failure to list, assessor to estimate ^ 67 

errors 67 

penalty 67 

form of return 66 

in personal property list 68 

listing 20, 66 

lists, inspection 66 

preservation by auditor 66 

93 



Page 
Money and Credita, lists (continued) 

verification 20, 21, 66 

when received as true 67 

mortgages • 20 

notice of assessor 66 

property listed in separate book "f 67 

rate , 64 

review and equalization 68 

tax commission to prepare instructions 66 

valuation, basis of 20, 64 

verification of returns 21, 66 

Mortgage Loan Companies, see also Banks ' 

listing 63 

taxes on stock a lien 64 

where taxed ■ .- 63 

Mortgages, listing 50 

Municipal Bonds, exempt 38 

National Banks, shares, when exempt 63 

Nonresidents, correction of assessments 24,71 

listing of farm property 58 

Nursery Stock, listing as personal property 9. 39 

Oaths 

assessor's 49 

assessor to administer 69, 70 

money and credits list 21,66 

personal property lists 13, 51, 56 

special assessors 46 

witnesses before tax commission 46 

Odd-Numbered Years, assessment of real property 10, 52 

Office of Assessor, importanqe 5 

Otncers, neglect of duty as to taxes * 78 

Oil, interests in taxed separate from lands 54 

Omitted Property 

auditor to place on books 43, 76, 77 

boards of revie'w 24, 71 

reassessment by tax commission 46, 47 

undervalued or omitted property 75 

Parcel, definition 40 

Parents, to list personal property of their children 56 

Partners, listing personal property 56 

Penalties, auditor or assessor, knowingly neglect to perform duty 78 

Person, definition 40 

Persons Subject to Taxation 35, 36 

Persons Under Guardianship 59 

Personal Property, see also Listing, and titles of various kinds of personal 
property and of persons required to list same 

assessment of, when made ^ 10, 50, 52 

classification 14, 15-17, 53 

by tax commission 56 

defined 39 

items 15-17 

omitted, to be placed on rolls 24, 43, 46, 71, 75, 76, 77 

valuation v .5, 14, 53, 56 

what included in term 39 
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